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Es Sol nuns der lauff der ſfeznen and thre groſſe menge 
hoher fuhren, xc. 


The motion of the ſtarres and their great multitude, | 
ought to lead us to the knowledge of greater things, viz. 
Tothe inviſible and moſt bright ſhining ſtarres, the bleſſed 
Angels ;, to which the Apocalyps of $. Fohn ſeems to | 
allude, where the Soune of Goa appeareth, with ſeven 
flarres in His band : Which are no other thing, then thoſe 
ſeven Spirits and Angels, ſent in embaſſy to all the world. 
By which figure the true and ſupernaturall Aſtrologie & | 
deſcribed. John Arndre Weilant Superintendent of | 
Luncburg, lib. 4. of True Chriſtianity, chap. 4. f 
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DzurT. 32. VERS. 2,9. 


then the moſt High divided the Nations their imheritance, When 
He ſeparated the Sons of AD AM, He ſet the bonnds of the 
People according to the number of the Chilaren of 1/rael. 
x" X X. «1 4 EtFuey Ly erov 245, according to the num- 
ber of the Angels of God. 
But the Lerds portion is His people ; Faceb is the lot of His 


inheritance. 


g <A Ome few moneths before eAuguſftres 

NDS wasborn, there happened a Prodigy 

f- at Rome, whereby was fore-ſhewn, 

© ſaith Sweroxius,that Nature was now 

: about ro bring forth a King to the 

D & people of Rowe. And before the 

: God of Nature, yea the God of all 

A WE Fo N Grace was manifeſted in the fleſh, 

which came to paſſe while Augu/?zzs was Emperour , it was 

fore-told by an Angelo the bleſſed Virgin CATary, Luk. 1. 31, 
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32;33. that ſhe ſhould conceive and bring forth a Son, who 
ſhould reign over the houſe of Facob, Both which had their 
accompliſhment in that prodigy, that wonderful ſign in hea. 
ven, Rev.12.1,2,5. 4 woman clothed With the Sun, and the 
Moon nuder her feet, and upon her head 4 croWn of twelve ftars: 
and ſhe brought forth a man-child, Who was to rule all nations, 

For thus the truth according to Nature mult be brought 
forth and made manifeſt, before the trath which is according 
co Grace and Godlineſle, 7it.1.1, firlt that which is natural, 
then that which is ſpiritual, x Cor.15. And therefore before 
the times of re{titution of all things, A&#. 3.21, which are at 
hand, appcar; before the many oppreſſed Divine truths be ſer 
free; the truths in Nature, which together with thoſe other, 
have been long time decried and troden under foot , muſt be 
revealed and pablickly made known. Such is Gods Govern- 
ment of this inferiour World by Stars and Azgels. I ſpake 
of the former heretofore, 

The latter I hope now to evidence? out of the words, accor- 
dingtothe LX X; When by abricf Analyſe I ſhall haveled 
you to my text, 

In the former Chapter, the Lord having told AZoſes that 
he ſhould ſleep with his fathers, chap» 31. 14. and that from 
thence His people would take occaſion of going a-whoring af- 
rer other gods; and that thereby His anger ſheuld be kindled 
againſt themz inſomuch, that He ſhould forſake them, He 
therefore commands Moſes and Fofpnah to write this Song, as 
a teſtimony againſt them in time to come, v. 19,20,21. which 
we may call Moſt's wiryeor 272, Nis Swan like Song, before 
his death : Wherein we have F ax#0% vey, : 

aun. 

1 The Proemium,wherein he calls heaven and earth to wit 
neſs, as Eſay 1, two durable witneſſes, a kind of atteſtation 
not uncouthamong the Poets ; Eſto nwnc Sol teſtis, & hec mi- 
hi terra precanti; S0 eEneas, on, lib. 12. whom Latin: 
there anſwers, Hec eadem o/Enea terram, mare, ſidera juro. 
whereby he commends his Song, 1 From the firmneſs and 
Kability of truth diſcovered init : Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs 
AWway,bu my Words ſhall nov paſs away, 2 From the ag" 
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neſs and profitableneſs of the Dorine, vor, 2, /t i a4 the 
rain, &c. 3 From the main argument he is now to ſpeak of, 
which brings with it authority noleſs than divine, 7 will pyb- 
liſh the Name of the Lord, the Name, 5. e. His Nature in Him- 
ſelf, and the ſame diſplayed in the Creatures , the common 
Theme of all the Prophets, This is the -p54uy, 

In the*Oyuy, or Soxg it ſelf, Moſes premiſeth the grearne/* 
of God, His immutability,the perfetion of His Works, the equi- 
ty of His wayes, His trwrh, His righteonſneſ5,-1e744, all which 
ought to have been eminent in them , as the characters and 
markes whereby they ſhould have reſembled their heavenly 
Father, the yyweizutrm whereby they ſhould have been known 
to have been his genuine Children, But they have defaced his 
Image , they have corrupted themſelves , their ſpot declares 
them, they are not hischildren. He is juſt and right; they 
are a perverſe and crooked generation.But did he rejeR them, 
did He diſown them in this their degenerate eſtate 2 Surely 
no; Hebegat them anew, 1 Pet.1.3. and redeemed them : Tor 
is He not thy Father that bought thee? yea, He advarced thee 
above all other people : For hath He not made thee, 5. e. ex- 
alred thee ? as the Lord made CAo/es and eAaron,t Sam. 12. 
6. and Chriſt made twelve, Iar.3.14.1.e. honoured and ad- 
vanced the people above all other Nations ; as A#.13. 17. and 
ſoſetled and confirmed them in that eſtate, that they might * 
have continued : for hath He not made thee, :nd eltabliſhed 
thee ? For ſo great grace, they return onely their great ingra- 
titude, Do ye thus requite the Lord  &c. 

Ye perceive, my text is Gods ſpecial! work of grace, His 
choice of 7/-ae/ for His peculiar people,with an appeal to them 
and their fathers, whether ſo or no, and a note of diverſity, 
T hat the Lord divided tle N ations their inheritauce,&C. accord- 
ing to the number of the Chiliren of Iſrael, but He took, Iſrael 
for Hs own portion : ſo it isin the vulgar Latine, Pars autem 
Domini,and the Hebrew v5 is often ſo rendred ; and indeed 
being ſo underitood, it gives great light unto thetext ; which 
contains the providence of the moſt Hizh, 1 General, to all 
_ : 2 Particular,towards bis own 1/rael, 

the former ye have theſe Axiom 
B 2 The 
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T he Moſt High divided to the Nations their inheritance. 
He ſeparated the ſons of Adam. 
He ſet bounds of habitation to the people. 
He divided; &rc. and ſeparated. &c. and ſet bounds according 
to the number of the children of Iſrael. 
In the latter theſe ; 
The Lords portion is his people, ec. 
The Mo# High thin divided, &-c.but the Lords portion 1s his 
people Ec. 
_ I would willingly touch upon every one of theſe; but I ſhall 
in{ilt more upon the main argument of the text, 


AX10 M-. I. 
i The meſt Hiffh divided to the Nations their inheritance, 


He word Yn) ſignifies generally to divide(and the Latine 

heretakes no further notice of it )Jand more ſpecially to dis 
vide inheritances, which here the moſt high God is ſaid todo. 
And the reaſop is from His relation of a father, Eph.4.6.which 
infers proviſion for His children, which David calls p51 
DNR the Law of Adam, 2 Sam. 7. 19. And this He doth 
trom the principles of His wiſdome and providence, as know- 
ing beſt w hat is good for every one: as alſo his ſovcraign au- 
thority, and fatherly goodneſs : For ſo the name of a father 
is Nomen poteitatis,and pictatis.T ertul. - 

Whence will follow ; 

That God is the diſpoſer of inheritances not onely in the 
world to come, but eyen in this inferiour world allo. - 

That as the moſt high did this in the dayes of Peleg, fo-He 
doth {till by His good providence, will and pleaſure, difpoſe 05 
the earth io general,and all eſtates in particular. 

That all nations and perſons ought to look unto God as 
the chief diſpoſer of inheritances, and not to fault, or accuſe 
His in{trumcats too far, 

That all nations and perſons ought to be contented with 
their own, 

That none ought to invade the inheritances of otters ', un- 
leſs caiked thereunto, as the 1/-aelites were to deltroy the Ca- 
»au#(es,and poſſels their Lands, .... = 
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That inheritances may be forfeited by rebellion , diſloyalty, 
treaſon,and the like miſcarrizges againſt the Lord, 

Thar fince all nations and perſons hold all they have, and 
arc,of the Lord paramount, the molt high God, they ought ro 
perform unto Him their Cue homage and fealty. 

That the Lord is as ready to give a ſpiritual and heavenly 
inheritance unto all men to have and to hold,as a temporal 
and earthly,Luk.11.11 12,13. 

That parents are not bound to give either all their inheri- 
tance to one child, or <qual ſharts to good children and bad , 
from the example of Gods Ciltribution, 

That although ir be the Lords will that places never yet in- 
habited.or by ſickneſs. or other calamities Ecpopulated, Mould 
be ſought ou: and inhabited ; eſpecially ſuch as are commodi- 
015 for habitation : yet whether we may obtrude our ſelyes 
upon 3no: her nation, thongh not numerous enough to people, 
ſtock, ard till their own land, and that without their leave. or 
by force of armcs, I leave it as a problem to be diſcuſked by Di- 
v;nes,and ſuch ag are cxpert inthe Law of Nations, 


AXIOM. 2, 
The moſt High ſeparated the ſons of Adam, 


Hey whom 2Zoſes called the nations before, he calls here 
T the ſons Of Adam ; and their ſeparation in theſe words, is 
the diviſion of inheritance in thoſe : ſo that the 4+ioms are ai- 
molt the ſame ; 4nd therefore the reaſon of chem cannot much 
difter : Onely inghis point there ſeems to be a ſpecial reference + 
unco the cauſe oKheir ſeparation, Gem.1 1.1. That, whereas 
all men ſpake one and the.ſame Language,ard they made uſe of - 
it unco conſpiracy and rebellion againſt God ( whence the-- 
Poets had their Fable of the Titans) the moſt high in wiſ- 
dome fruſtrated them of the:r intention, and made them-» 
wipors;, divided their congues, and fo ſcattered them, And 
therefore the Targum of Foruſalem renders theſt; words,. . He 
arvided mens Languages. 
Hence it Wii follow, 
That all men are the ſons of Adary, 
Taat ate God calls us not the fons of Voah z thovgh we” 


By} deſcend. -- 
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deſcend from him , but the ſons of Adaw, His will is, we 
ſhould remember whence we are, and whoſe off.ſpring we 
are,even the oft-ſpring of the earth, Eceleſ.6.10. yea,our good 
God even from this conſideration Pities his Children, Pal. 
103.13.14- 

God hath not created the man to inherit the earth in com- 
mon, He hath divided, &c. He hath ſeparated, &c. If 
otherwiſe, what ſhall become of the 8th and x oth Commande- 
ment, whick forbid ealing and coveting that which belongs 
to another > Therighteonſneſs of Gods Commandement s ts an 
everlaſting righteouſneſs, Pſal.1 19.144 

That no man is dil-inherited of his carthly inheritance for 
Adam's tranſgreſſion alone ; And ſhall any man be deprived 
of the heavenly inheritance merely upon that ſcore ? 

That although the Moſt High would not that men ſhould 
be ſeparated and alienated in mind, heart, and affeions one 
from another,yet He would have mankind to inhabite the ſe- 
veral parts of the world ; yea,to live in diſtin cities, villages, 
and families, that every man may order his own family, and 
bring up his children in the fear of God, Ger.18.19. Pſal.7 8. 
4, 5» 6, 7« 


AXIOM. 3. 
That the Moſt High hath ſet the bounds of the people. 


Heſe bounds are both of place,as He is ſaid to have ſet the 
borders generally of the earth, P/a/.74.17.and the partijcu- 
lar bounds of nations, as the border of Zgypr,of Adoab,&c. Or 
elſe they are bounds of time how long they fhall continue: Of 
which, 4#.17.26. Andareaſon is added, wer. 27, that they 
might ſeek out God, Whence take notice, that 
it is not the Will of the Moſt High that men ſhould inter- 
common in all places : for, He hath ſet Nationall bounds, 
Deut.2. and alſo perſonal, Dent. 19.14. & 23.24,25+& 27.17. 
Hence alſo note,that there ſhall be bounds ſet to Magiltrates 
and SubjeRseyen in the beſt of times, Zzech, 46.16,17,18. 
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AXIOM». 4. 


When the Moſt High divided, &c. Heſet the bounds of the 


people according to the number of the children of 
Iſrael. 


He Nations divided and bounded are te be underſtood 

either with reference unto the Land of (anaan,the midſt 

and model of the whole earth, P/al.74.12. or to all the world. 

Boch the one and the other are divided with reference to 
the four parts of Heaven,Gew.15. 

The Land of Canaan more ſpecially was divided according 
to Canaan and his cleyen ſons, Gen. 10.15--18, 

The whole world was firſt divided into 70 or 72 parts, pro- 
portioned unto ſo many Nations ; as ye may reckon them up, 
Gen 10. proceeding from the Sons of Noah,from Zapher four. 
teen,thirteen from Ham, and from Shem twenty (ix. 

Theſe Nations were divided by their Languages, which ac- 
cording to the opinion of the Jewes, the Greek and Latine 
Fathers,were 70,72,0r 73. Cant.q.1o. HoW much better t thy 
love then Wine. "2D Chatd.Par. renders it, by Cabaliſtical 
ſupputation,Thy loves are better then the 70 Nations:and Eff. 
2.22. T he thing was kneWn to CMordecai; The Chaldee Para- 
phraſe adds, #ho Was ſo learned, that he ſpake the 70 Lan- 

HACES. 

Clem. Ales: lib. I. Strom, There ſeem to be,ſaith he,accord- 
ing to true account 70 Tongues or Languages; Origen, Irenens, 
Enſebins,T heoaoret, and Epiphanins, deliver the like. 

And of the Latine Fathers S* A#ſtin, 1ih.16.de Civitate Dei, 
ſaith ; of the three ſons of Noah, ſprang ſeventy three Nati- 
ons,and 3s many Languages : Of the ſame judgment was Hie- 
rom, Proſper, Arnobiua junior, and others, Theſe diviſions ye 
perceive were firſt into four, then into twelve, then into ſeyen= 
ric. a 

And they were all according to the number of the children 
of 1/rael : For ſo ye reade of the firſt four Sons of Jacob, Rew- 
ben;Simeon, Leviand Fndah,Gen, 29. Which are ſpecially = 
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taken notice of, becauſe vey. 35.when Leah bad brought forth 
7»dahthe laſt of them,ſhe left bearing. 

For in theſe four are repreſented all the goyernours and rn- 
ling part of the Common-Wealth : In Reuben the birthright 
(though for his ſin he loſt it afterward, 1 Chron.5.1.) In $;- 
weon the Profeſſion of the Law ; wher.ce came the Teachers of 
the Law in the Synagogues of Facob,faith the Targum of Zeru- 
ſalem : In Levi the Prieſthood; and the Kingdome in Judah. 
Which figure alſo our ſpiritual growth: Rewben a ſon of viſion, 

» the child;vider meliora probatque, deteriora ſequitur, Rom, 7. 
22,23. Simeon growcs ltronger,in obeying what he hears. Le- 
v4 adheres and cleaves unto God, and becomes one ſpirit with 
Him. 7zdah profellcth, praifeth, and ruleth with God, He/. 
IJI-12. 

The ſecond diviſion was into twelve, which alſo was accord- 
ing tothe number of the children of Iſrael,Gen.35 22. The ſons 
of Jacob Were twelve,and Chap.43.12. Thy ſervants are twelve 
brethren : Of whom came the twelve Tribes of 1/-ge/ : And 
ſo the Targum renders the words, according tothe number of 
the Tribes of the Sons of 1/-ae/. 

The third diviſion was into 70,72,0r 73, or rather 70 one- 
ly,zumero rotunds,and according to the Hebrew, And this di- 
viſion was alſo according to the number of the children of 1/- 
raet,Gen.46.7. reckoned up to that number,ver,27. 

Theſe numbers of Nations and Tongues, though agreed on 
by all antiquity,are yet oppoſed by our later Criticks, who af- 
firm, that there were many more Nations and Languages; yea, 
that they are in a ſort numberleſs : If that be true, yer herein 
they will hold proportion with the children of //rae/ ; as Mo- 
ſes obſerveth, where he ſaith to Iſrael, Thy Fathers went 
down into Egypt With 70 ſouls; and now the Lord thy God 
bath made tiee as the Stars of Heaven for multitude, Deut, 
IO.22, 

Whence we may take notice ; 

That the number of the children of 1/-ae/ (hall be great. 

That He knows how many the children of /+ae/ ſhall be : 
and the like may be ſaid of any other Nation ; much more of 
his Spiritual Z/rael;Gal.6.16. 2 T img. 

Ns. oe That 
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That the ſeed of Abraham, Iſaac, and Pacob, even that 3. 
which is according to the fleſh, for their parents ſake, have more 
cretaken for them in earthly things, then many other. 

That God in wiſdome fo diſpoſeth of other nations, that 4+ 
there may be room enough for his own people to inhabit in 
the earth. He therefore ſo permitted Canaas and his eleven 
ſonnes to inhabic the holy Land, that when they ſhould be 
driven out, it might become the ſeat of the twelye tribes of 
Iſrael, 

That the Nations may in time to come be divided into 5: 
ewelve parts, according to the number of the tribes of 1/-ae/, 


Rev.7.5,6,7, &Cc. 
That if nced be, God can and will enlarge the border of his 6, 


people, Dane. 19.8, 

I bavc hitherto endeavoured to improve the Hebrew Text, 

Come we now to the Tranſlation of the Septeagint, who 
read not x" 235, but x 1J3, by which commonly we 
underſtand the Angels, as ob 1.6. and 38. 7. and accordingly 
they render the words «d' lf uy 5150 Irogiin. " 

The authority of this Tranſlation is great; nor do I doubt // /* 
but I could ſpeak as much for the credit and honour of it, as 
ſome learned men have done in diſparagement of ic ; as being 
that which the Fews had in their diſperſion ; that which in the 
New Teſtament is quoted ofcentimes without any notice ta- 
ken of the Hebrew Text, when it much differs from it. Con- 
fer Eſay 11. 10. with Rom. 15. 12. Efay 42.4. with 
CMatth. 12.21, Amos 9.11, 12. with Aits 15. v.16, 17. 
befide many other. But my buſineſs is not ſo large : I am now 
to vindicate ithe Tranſlation of the £ XX. in the text be- 
fore us, which I conceive to be genuine and true. And the 
reaſons which moſt prevail with me are ; 1. From conſideratt- 
on of the context; where Moſes comparing 1/-aet with other 
nations, he declares plainly, that the moſt High lefle eſteemed 
them then 7/-4e/, in that he commirted the other nations to 
the tuition ard government of Angels; but as for 7/rae!, he 
appropriated them unto himſelf, as his own peculiar people- 
As the Generaliſſimo or Commander in chicf hath the ſopreme 


authority over the whole Army , yet he puts certain regiments 
| C ' "> - _ 
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under their reſpeRive Colonels, reſerving ſome one unto his 
own immediate inſpeRion and care. Thus the Romave Empe- 
rour and the Senate of Rome, had the City of Rome under 
their own immediate rule and government, and ſent preſidents 
into the Provinces; ſo we underRand, 1. Pet. 2.13, $4. for in 
that ſenſe ye read 82ers uſed, Foh, 19. 15. We have xo King 
but (Ceſar, who was Emperour : In like manner, though all 
people be governed by the molt High God, of whom are all 
things, and by whom are all things; yer he divided the other 
nations their inheritance, according to the number of the An- 
els of God, whom he ſet over them, as Preſidents; but he re- 
ſcryed his own people, his 1/rae!, for himſelf. 

2 This will yet appear more evident, if we ſhall conſider, 
that whereas God had taken 7/+ac/ to himſelf as his own pe- 
culiar people, and they fell to worſhip idols like the other nati- 
ons, Exe. 3 2.he threatned them that he himſelf would not go 
with them, but that he would ſend an Angel, Exo4. 3 2.34. and 
33-2, 3. This was not the Angel of the Covenant , of which 
the Lord ſpeaks, Exod. 2320, 21,22,23. for the Lord now 
with-drew his gracious preſence from them: for ſince by their 
idolatry they had rendred themſelves like the other nations, he 
would alſo govern them ſo as he governed the other nations, 
by a preſidentiall Angel. This ſtuck moſt with Ioſes and the 
people, as appears Exod. 33 V. 4, 12, 14, 15, 16, and chap. 
34-9. 

3 But that which I belicye to be of great weight, is the 
authority of Syracides, Ecclas, 17. where having ſhewn how 
God created man, and furniſhed him with all abilities to con- 
tinue ſuch, ver, 1.15. yet that man fell, v. 16. he ſhews 
the different providence of God over all other nations, from 
that over 1/#ael, v.17. mn winrar 3 var, &c. In the di- 
viſion of the nations of the whole earth, he ſet a Ruler over every 
peoples but Iſrael ts the Lords portion. What can be ſpoken 
more clear or more convitive? But while 1 ſpeak in honour 
of the Septuagints Tranflation, I would not be underſtood to 
derogate any thing from the authority of the Hebrew Text; 
unto the truth whereof T attribute as much as any man who 
moſt contends for it; yet ſo that the Tranſlation of the Sepri- 
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agint may be accounted true alſo, For why may not both 
readings ſtand. together, and be helpfull onero other > Truly 
I believe, that hardly can any diverſe reading of holy Sctipture 
be produced, but it may admit of a good ſenſe x? dyanoyias 
7/54, that What the penury of the one language vvillnot af- 
ford, may be ſupplyed out of another; 


—ler fic 
eAltera poſcit pers Lingua & conjurat amices * 


Therefore the divine wiſdome is called ayxuz:xn, Eph 3.10; 
and though it be called oze,yet is it preſently ſaid co be manifold, 
Wiſe +22. 

What ſome affirm, That one Scripture can have but one 
ſenſe, is an unwarrantable aſſertion. Compare Ho/.11.1. Ont 
of Egypt have I called my ſonne, what is ſpoken of 1/7ael. 
Exe4d.4. 22. is ſaid to be fulfilled in Chriſt, CAfarrh.2.15.and 
verſe 18. Rachel mourning for her children, that is ſaid to be ful- 
filled, which 7er.31.15.is underſtood of the Babylonian capti- 
vity: and divers the like. Both may well ftane together, and 
one helpus to underſtand the other. Gods manifold wiſdome 
ſo orders his word, that the fulneſs of his mind and ſenſe may 
be ſo fully revealed unto believers, 

What is wont to be alledged againſt the Greek, Interpreters 
in this Text, that e£qs#i/a, Symmachus,and T heodotion render 
theſe words, xz!" pifudy viay 'Iopwin, and the Scholiaſt 7m 6 
a0199 LWdeforamny iplwevru — As for the other Interpreters, 
to their authority I oppoſe the Tranſlation of the Septwaginr. 
which for ought | read, was never queſtioned or doubted of 
in this Text to be other then genuine. As touching eAguila, 
Symmachu.and T heodotion: eAgnila purpoſely endeavoured 
to corrupt the Old Teſtament, out of hatred of the Chriſtian 
name, ſaith Epiphanins: why,I will ſhew anon. The other two 
were Ebionites, who denied the Deitie of Chriſt, ſaith Six: 
Senenſis, lib.4, and therefore their authority is of no ſuch va- 
lue, as to oyer-throw the expreſle letter of the L.XYX. for 
the eſtabliſhing of which we have fo great an harmony of both 
Greek and Latine Fathers. Irene thus reads' my Text, 
and thus explains \c; Statuit terminos Gentium ſecundum nu- 
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mertinm eAngelorwm Dei: populnm autem qui credht- Deo, jans 
you efſe (ub eAngelorum poteftate, ſed ſub Domins. 

In thehandling then of theſe wards, according to this read - 
ing, I cannot ſpeak largely of the Angels, ſince] am. bounded 
within the terms of my Text; which will allow me to ſpeak 
onely of their name. their nature, and their cumber, 

As for the name : 

The word engelns, as alſo x21 are Offici nomina , non 
vature: and fo they fignific /ervarts; ſometimes to men, as 
2.Kings 19.23. by the hand, PR72, Septitag. is ye oy 
yinor, of thy meſſengers. In ſtead of which, E/ay 37, 24+ rc- 
porting the ſame ſpeech, hath q»"Dy thy /ervants. 

Sometimes unto God: and to they note natures either invik- 
ble or viſible ; and both, either good or evil. Good, and 
Chriſt himfelf is called an Angel: Hagni conſilis eAngelus 
Eſay 9. Mal. 3.1. This Angel is deſcribed by the wiſe-man, 
Wiſd.7. 25. She is the emanation of the power of God, a pure 
inflaence flowing from the power of theAlmighty:from whom, 
as from a living fountain,all forms flow; who is the great Pre- 
fident of the Uniyerſe, For the-emanation of this Angel, is 
that which the Platoxifts call, The ſoul of the world; who 
beareth all things by the word of his power, Hebr.1.3, the ſame 
whom the Cavalts call the greateſt and ſupreme Angel, 
CMetatron. 

This is that great Angel whom the Father ſcent before the 
Iſraelites, if we conſider the text well, Exod.13.21. where 
the Lord is ſaid to go before them in a pillar— and cap. 14. 
ver.19. he is called the Angel of the Lord ; and ver. 24- heis 
called the Lord Himſelf, Yea ſo Wiſdome ſpeaks of her (clf, 

Ecclus.24, 3,41 covered the earth as 4 cloud, &c, and my throne 
*5 a cloudy pillar. 

Hither we may refer all His manifeſtations from the begin- 
ning,as when generally he ſpeaks of Himſelf, 7» mans pro- 
phetarum aſſimilate ſum, Hoſ.12, 10. When in the Prophets 
Hetook divers appearances unto Himſelf, 

In which reſpeR He is ſaid to be the firf-born of every crea» 
?wre,Col.is Tobe made fleſh, Joh. 1. T o be formed, Or brought 

forth, Prov. 8. 24-25. who otherwiſe in Himſclf i» the begin- 


- 


ing Laid the foundation o the earth, &c, Heb.z,@& &@ From 
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From this emanation, this light of light , thoſe &4autre, 
thoſe pure mirrours, (as Diony/. Areop. calls them) even all 
the Angels are inlightened. Among whom the neereſt unto 
the moſt high God, reccive the greateſt efluxe and illumina- 
tion, who is therefore called Afichael, who'is as God, or lixe 
unto God, who hath his Angels under him, Revel. 12, - who 
allo are called EY717R gods P/al.86.8. So we may under- 
Rand the Apolile, r Cor.8.5. There are that called gods. whe- 
ther in heaves or in earth, as there are gods many , and Lords 
9,0”), 

7 <A alſo ſometime are underſtood by Stars, as they are 
expounded Revel. 1.20. and where the Stars in their courſes 
are ſaid to fight againlt Sera, Judg.5. Gl. interlin. the e-1u- 
els. | 

As touching the nature of Angels. 

They are ſaid co be Spirits, which name agrees both ro the 
Creator Himſelf, Joh.4. and to the creatures. And theſe are 
either ſuch as have no life in them, as the wind is a ſpirit. 

Or ſuch as have life,and that either ſo imbodied in fleſh and 
_ chat it lives and dics with them , ſuch is the ſpirit of the 

Or that which is indeed incorporate with fleſh and blond , 
as being the At of the body, yer dics not with it, but hath a 
ſubſiſtence ſeparate after the death of the body; Such is the ſpi- 
rit of the man, which the Apoltle calls 4 /:ving ſor, 1 Cor, 


15-45, 

Or laſtly, that which is not covered with fleſh and bloud , 
but hath a ſubſiſtence without the grofle elements. And ſuch a 
Spirit is an Angel : which yet I dare not affirm to be purely 
immaterial ; for though Damaſcen tells us, /5þ.2. de fid. Orthod. 
£4p.3. that an Angel is Cain aowerG+ ; yet he adds, that God: 
the Creator alone knowes what the ſubſtarce of it is: and 
that it may be ſaid ro be material and corporeal in reſpect of 

God, in that eminent degree 25 he 9u5 /o/ns habet inmor» 
talitatens, 1 Tim.6, that He dwells in /ight that cannot be at- 


tained wnto : as when the Sun ſhines forth clear and bright,the-- 


kght of Stars, and fire diſappears. So we may ſay, ſolzs havet: 


awmateriaiitas ens. 5; which binders not but that they haye ſome- - 
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materiality,and corporeity proper to their nature ; as Plotinus 
lib. 5. de amore, though hedeny that the Demons, or Angels 
have material bodies,becauſe they aſſume bodies of air, fire, wa- 
terand earth; yet ke grants they have an intelligible matter 
whereof they conſiſt : So the Apoſtle ſpeaks of a Firitnall 
body, 1 Cor.15-44. which becauſe it ſeems harſh to thoſe who 
oppoſe a body and a ſpirit one to other, he adds, there 5s a n4- 
tral body, aud there ts a ſpiritual body : whereby the difſenting 
opinions of the Schoolmen on /:4.2. ſent.diſt. 8. may be recon- 
ciled, 

If we enquire more narrowly into the nature of Angels,what 
the principles are whereof they conſiſt , (fince whatſoever is 
cr2ated, and not God, muſt be compounded of principles,) we 
are told, they confilt of Eſſe and eſſentia; of quid eſt,and quo 
eſt : which, upon the matrer,is all one as to ſay, we know not 
what their principles are, The Pſalmiſt will better inform us , 
for whereas man conſiſts of three principles, ſpirit, ſoul, and 
body, 1Theſſ.5.23, ſo do the Angels, Pſalm 104.4. They 
have ſomething analogical to a body, and that's wind ; facir 
angelos ſuos FYYMN wventor, as the Vulgar Latine hath it. 
2. Somewhar proportionable to the ſoul, and that's fire, M;- 
niſtres flammam ignis. 3.Somewhat anſwerable to the ſpirit, 
and that's light, 2 Cor. 11. 14. an eArgel of Light ; which 
alſo appears by their creation the firſt day, when God 
made the hight; and their manifeſtation is accompanied 
with light, Zak, 2.9. & 24. 4. A, 12.7. which Satan cn- 
deayours to transform himſelf into, 2 Cor. 11. 14. Who 
hath onely a wind , that blowes his dark fire to torment 
him, without any Divine light and Spirit of conſolation to re- 
freſh him, 

Touching the number of the Angels, the third thing to be 
conſidered in them , the Hebrew text will help to open the 
Greek. Therefore as we found four principal ſons of Iſrael, 
Gen.29. ſo we ſhall finde in Zach. 1.& 6. forr horſes and cha- 
rets; Whereby are underſtood ſo many preſidential Angels 
of the nations in the four Quarters of the world, Revel.7. 1. 
four Angels , ſuch alſ@ were the charets ; as appeares in the 
ſtory of Elijah, 2 King.2.11. and Eliſha, 2 King.6.1 _ 

the 
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the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks expreſly, Plal. 68. 17, charets, even thon- 
ſands of «Angels, 

In pitching of the camp of 1/-ae/, Numb. 2, we finde the 
twelve Tribes of Iſrael, with-their reſpeRtive Princes, billeted 
according to the four known Quarters of heaven Exod.25.40, 
which, as all other things, AZoſes no doubt ordered according 
tothe pattern which was ſhewn him in the Mount;for accord- 
ingly St. Foha ſees the holy city deſcending from heaven, built 
anſwerable to the ſame four Quarters of keaven ; and at every 
quarter are three gates, and at every gate an Angel, Revel, 21, 
13, Wherein we have 7eru/alem deſcending from heaven , 
which is no other then the Spirit of God and His Kingdome z 
yea Chriſt Himſelf according to His ſpiritual coming, preſence 
and being, Revel.3.1 2. Jer.33,16. Jeruſalem ſhall be called, 
The Lord onr Righteonſneſſe. This City is TTpayorG, and lies 
four ſquare, Rev.21.16, So the Schoolmen ſay, that ce/um 
Empyrenm is quadratum, that the Empyrean heaven is four- 
ſquare. Whereby they would ſignifie the !tability and ſettled 
eltate of the bleſſed in the Kingdome of heaven. 

Now as we finde the twelve Tribes quarter'd. three at eve- 
ry quarter of heaven about the tabernacle,every three by their 
Standard, 

Theſe numbers added, make up the Septenary of Planets. 
figured by the golden Candleſtick, which had ſeven Lamps, 
the midſt whereof is the Sun, Exod. 25. faith Clem. 

Hereby alſo are ſignified the ſeven Spirits of God, Revel. 4. 
5. Which cap. 5.6, are ſent forth into all the earth : which,to-/ 
gether with the whole hoſt of heaven, the Lord hath divided 
unto all Nations under the whole heaven, Der.4.19. 

Eicher of theſe numbers multiplied by other, makes up that 
ered number of ewelye, by which we have. ſo many mylteries 
repreſented to us: Under the Sea, - 2:Chrox,4.15; twelve Oxen, 
that is, twelye Apoſtles, 1 Cor.9.9,10. by whoſe labour there 
is great increaſe, Prov.14.4. they bear the laver of regenerati- - 
on into the four quarters of the World : twelve pretious ſtones. 
in the breſt-plate:of ”44ron, and ſo, many foundations of pre- 
tious ſtones: eyery one, according to Hzel, figuring its reſpe- 
Aive virtye in the Divine nature, Rev. 21.19,20.twelve gates of. 
the holy City, | According; 
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According to which, is that molt ancient diviſion of the 
eighth heaven, into the twelve Signes, whereof 7oſeph ſpeaks 
expreflely, Gen.37-9;10+. Behold, the Sun, and the Moon, and 
the eleven flarres made obeyſance to me: which Jacob interprets 
himſelf, and wife, and eleven ſonnes, bowing themſelves to 7o- 
ſeph the twelfth. This, ſaith Clemens, was underſtoed by the 
two Cherubims, the two hemiſpheres, which had either of them 
ſix wings, the twelve Signes of the Zodiack ; which although 
moſt men reckon among the g2:94usy2,0r appearances,as imagie 
ned by Aſtronomers for demenſtration of their ſcience,yet we 
read mention made of them 7ob 38. 32. under thename of 
"1D. which although our Tranſlatours, with the French, 
leave without interpretation; yet both put in the margine, The 
tWelve Signer, Which is the more obſeryable,becanſe the Lord 
himſelf mentions theſe among his glories. And therefore it 
will not be ſtrange to interpret theſe twelve whom AZoſes calls 
Princes, Num.2. with S. Jobs, Rev. 21. ſo many preſidential 
Angels,whoſe number according to the old account of a legion, 
amounting to 72 thouſand, the number of the preſidentiall 
Angels, Unto which we may referre our Lords ſpecch, 
CHMatth. 26. 53. + | 

The children of 1/7ae! being ſeventy, Gen.46.27, according 
to whick the Nations and Languages were alſo ſeventy; that 
confuſion of tongues God made by ſeventy Angels, faith 7o- 
nathan in his paraphraſe, Gey.11.7,8. And theſe Angels, accor- 
ding to the Jews, were Preſidents over the ſeventy Nations, 
Ye haye theſe two figured, Exod. 15.27. At Elim, (which ſige 
nifies mighty Angels,) Were twelve fountains, and ſeventy palm. 
Irees : 1. being baptized in the ſea, 1, Cor. 10, and purg'd 
from the defilement of Egypt, they had the influences of 
the twelye heayenly fountains, through the twelve'gates of the 
heavenly city , figured by the twelve lignes: and ' 2, the ſeven- 
ty palm-trees figuring the ſeventy prefidentiat Angels. Yea, 
whereas the children of 7/rae/ are more numerous, yea, exceed 
our numbring, as the- ſtarres, Gex. 15. therefore we read of 
ar Snwmerable company off Angels, Heb,12; Whence S. (br. 
ſoftowe Hom. 3. in GColeſſ. TY #paroy ud 2pibpdr Bray Irs Gt 
«ya, wr I @ xz\ &prvpdr thren "og? xd pry wites » AC- 
: " cording 
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cording to CMawh.18, 10. their Angels do alWayes behold the 

face of my Father which i in heaven: At.12.15. They ſaid, 1t 

s bus Angel. Yea, it is the jndgement of the ancient Fathers, 

that there are, not onely Angels deputed unto feverall goun- 

rreys, but alſo that every particular perſon hath an Angel de. 

puted to him, Nay, one of the molt ancient, pious, and learn- Orig. hom, 
\ ed of thern, tells us, Hoc quod de fingulis Provinciis dicitur, pw- 3: '® 1. 
to etians de univerfis hominibus credere debere : Vnicuigue due 

afſiſtunt eAngeli, alter juititie, alter iniquitats, &c. 

The reaſons why the Moſt High ſer the bounds of the peo- 
ples habication,according to the number of the Angels of God, 
may be theſe which follow. 

I. The moſt High God & one Lord, Dent .644. as CMacro- 
bins (aid the Syrians called their God Aadaa, or rather Achad, 6 
"Ix One: yet hath he in himſelf emineacly, not onely the 
ideas and patterns, but alſo the energy and operative power of 
all things; as an unite is no number, yet it virtually contains in 
" it ſelf all numbers. 

The Moſt High therefore being the univerſall cauſe of all 
things, which are different, oppoſite , and contrary one to 0- 
ther, He therefore makes all things of different, oppoſite, and 
contrary materials; and ſo ordains, that in their operations one 
be ſubje& unto another: otherwiſe, nothing ſhould be mutable, 
or alterable, bur all ſhould be the ſame, and that common and 
univerſall cauſe ſhould rend wholly either to generation or cor- 
' ruption, But the will of the Moſt High Sod is,that there be al- 
rerations & changes in the world of divers kinds. ſome tending 
to generawon, others to corruption. Whence it comes to paſle, 
that according to the differcnt, oppoſite, and contrary opera- 
tions and cffteRts which we ſee in the world, there muſt be Stars, 
Conſtellations, and Angels. divers, oppoſite, and contrary one 
to other ; which the Moſt High God uſcth as his in{truments, 
for the manifeſtation of his mercy and ſeverity; which yer he 
rules, orders, and moderartcs according to the Counſel of his 
own wil. Thus we read, Dan. 10. 13, 14, 20. that the Prin= 
ces of Grecia and Perſia, which are the Angels fer over thoſe 
countreys, as all Expoſitors agree , are ſuperiour in power to 
the Angel ſent to Dayed : For the Prince of Grecia with-ſtood 
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bims , and detained him till Michael came to help him. 
- Nor ought we to marvail at this contrariety of Wills among 
qhe Angels, while eyery one [trives for his own province, and 
the viiory which every one aimes at ; is the Will of their 
Creator. Such a ſharp diſfention may well conſiſt with ardent 
* Jove, as among the Angels, ſo among pious men, as Pax} and 
Barnabas, Af, 15, Howbeit , our Engliſh aggravates the / 
difference beydnd the bare text. Ndme Apoſtoli ſalvi inter 
ſe amicitiisdsfſenſernmar,&c.Mith Hierom, Apel.contraknffinum: 
themaiiteſtation of Gods Will, which all good Angels and 
good men {triveto do, like the binding cord in Muſick, recon- 
id ciles all jarring differences, and makes the ſweeteſt harmony z 
according to'that of Job, 25.2. He maketh peace in His high 
places, | | a0) 4 Ul a, 

2,: ©" Other reaſons may be from the conſideration of the ends 
which the Moſt High aimes at; 1, In Himſelf, and in His 
creatures joyntly, 2. In both ſeverally:and apart. z 

1. Joyntly, To gather His _— unto Himſelf and His 
. Chrilt, Gen.49-10. to whom the gathering together of the 
people mult bez by which the Apoſtle intreats the: T heſſaloni- 
ns, 2 Theft.2.1.which is the Angels work, Matrth.24.31. Yea 
the deſign is more largely ſet down , Zpheſ. 1. 10: dyanepz- 
aac cam 1m, tO gather the whole creation to one Head ; 
therefore what the Greek hath, he beareth all things, Heb. 1.3. 
the Syrmnc tarns, he wniteth all things, And thereforethe Go- 
ſpel is g/ad tydings,which mult be preached wnto every creature, ' 
Mar 16.15, Hisend therefore is, Vt calum terre maritare 
p*ſſit, that by conveyance of the influences of the Kars darted 
into the bodies, and the Angels motions into the imaginations 
of men and other ſenſitive creatures, the-Moſt High God may 
joyn heayen and earth together... Which is Homers golden 
+ chain of the Univerſe, linking the heavenly virtues with the 
earthly ; thoſe connexions of Plates rings depending on the 
living power of the Moſt high God, 
The ends of the Moſt High ſeveral and apartaxe ,*' + © + 
I. The manifeſtation of all his'plorious attribars; )hivinfi- 
nite. wiſdome, power and-goodnefle, righeeoulneſie, holineſſe, 
&& all which could not be diſplayed in cheglory of _—— 
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lefſe we knew withal the excellencies of the mighty Angels. For 
as that of the Wiſe man is true, Prov. 14.28. In the multitude 
of the peopleis the Kings honowr ; ſos true and moreeminenc. 
ly true it is, that the Majeſty and magnificence.of the moſt 
High is declared by the numberleſs numbers of the Angels. For 
though there be that be called gods many, and Lords many, and 
they excel in ftrength, Plal, 103. and the names of Angels 
bearin them the name of God 7, or Wx, 23s Reuclin and 
Galatis obſerve, which ſignifies might and power, yet they all 
obey Him who unto us is one God and one Lord Feſus Chrilt ; 
Dan. 7. thonſand thouſands miniſtred unto him,&c. This may 
be evidenced by the four Standards, Namb.2, which accord- 
ing to the Jews, are the ſame with thole in Zzekzels vilton ; 
The Lyon King of the py<yyN1 or wild beaſts, the Oxe of the 
FIN72 or tame beaſts ;'of the py121y or fowls the Fagle: 
over all theſe God hath ſer the man, Per. 27.5, over the man 
God hath ſet the ſeveral Hierarchies of Angels : and far above 
all theſe God hath ſer the Lord Jeſus, Ephe/e 1, 20,24. And 
the head of Chriſt is the moſt High God, 1 Cort 1.3. 

2. The main end whereatthe moſt HighGod zimes in re- 
ard of the inferior world ſeveral and apart, is'the good go- 
yernment of it, according to the diſtributions of ir, cither into 
the four known quarters of it, as ye read of four Spirits, Zach. 
6.1 —7- four cardinal Angels. Or inco ewelye, as in due 
time the Nations may be divided; according to Revel. 7.1 .— 
Orinto ſeventy; anfwerableto their firit divifion. 

The Angels of 'God being by nature ſo noble;lo aive,could 
not beimployed onely in contemplation; They mult have 
ſomewhar to do, as man had in his integrity, Gey. 2.15. And 
their buſineſs is about the world ; and :alt-rhe creatures: init. 
Opus eft Angelis ip/i mundo qui prefout extreitibas terreais pro- 
vincits, eels, hominibus, beſtiis, atimalium unativieati & ;pro- 
greſſui, virgiltis, plantis, lapidibusf&teri/g. rebus cams virtu- 

tem donantes quam diewnt ineſſe rebus a proprietate occnlts : 
multo mags opus et Angelis qui preſint operibus ſauttis, vi- 
tntibus  hominibns. Grip, in Num. Georg. Ven; Harm, 
Mundi. For the Nations 'alſs need chcir government, yea 
" every perſon, to inflame them with the fove of 'tZod _ 
D 2 ore 
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fore the Seraphim are firſt , then the Cherubim, for illumina- 
tion and admonition, for charitas intrat #bi ſcientia foris ſtat, 
for purging and clcanfing, for encouraging and ſtrengthening 
in obedience, wherein they excel, P/a/.103.20,21. for defence 
from evil angels and men. Thus there appeared unto Foſorah, 
Michael a Captain of the Lords hoſt, Zoſh. 5. 13,14, 15. to 
animate him againſt 7ericho, and the ſeven Nations to be de- 
ſtroyed, | | 

Dantes compares the good Angels to bees, for their diligence 
and indefatigable indultry ; and the evil angels to hornets , 
who drive out the enemy. How familiar were they with the 
holy fathers, e{braham, 1/aac, and Jacob ? Nor were they 
wanting to foſeph. Such was that man who found him in the 
field, Gen.37.15. Heis called 1938 a man; fo is Gabriel often 
in Damel. The Old Teſtament is full of their adminiſtration, 
yea and the New Teſtament alſo. That of Jacobs Ladder, is 
2 great myſtery,when the Angels aſcending promote the work 
of the Lord, carry #p the prayers and good works of his Saints, 
as Raphael ſpeaks, T ob. 12.15. and bring tydings down that 
their prayers are heard, and almes come up for a memorial before 
God, AQ 10.4. 

But becauſe men commonly know what is good, carendo 
mags quam fruendo, and therefore more notice is wont to be 
raken of the guardian Angels departing from nations and = - 
ſons, then of their reſpeRive preſence with them, we read di- 
verſe examples of them, Fer.5 1.9. We wonld have healed ul 
lon,&Cc. forſake her and let us depart,&c. which Origen, Raba- 
#4, and others, nnderſtand of the preſidential Angels. 

That in oſephns, lib.7. cap. 2. de bello udaico, is well 
known, that ſomewhar before Feruſalem was taken by Tire, 
a little before Sun-ſet, there were ſeen in the air round abour 
-Jeruſalem, charets and armed men ; and on the day of Pente- 
coſt, the Prieſts entring the Temple to perform their ſervice, 
they firſt heard a noiſe, afterward, theſe words diſtinAtly ſpo- 
ken, let us go hence. 

'  Whereof. Cornelius Tacitus makes mention 4b, 5. of his 
kiſtories; 'where, after he hath ſpoken of the apparitions in 
the air, he adds, eLodira major hwmena vox exceders deos, fi 


mul 
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mul moth ingens excedentiums Herogotus records the like, |/ 
lib.$. concerning eAthens,when Xerxes centred eAttica with 
his Army, That their guardian Angel departed thence, 

Thus Hierom underſtands E/ay 33. 7. eAngels paces -_ 
bunt amare,that this is ſpoken of the Angels guarding the City 
and Temple of Ters/alem: which, before they were ſpoyled by 
Antiochas, ye read what fore-waraings there were, 2,./Macch. 

5. 2,3. Through all the City for the ſpace almoſt of fourty dgyes, / 
there Were ſeen horſemen running in the air, in cloth of gold, and 
armed With lances like a band of ſouldiers, ec. Many the like 
happencd in Germany (bcfide that Comet anno 1618.) before 
the warres began there in the year 1619. and-many the like 
herein England, though both Nations have ſlighted and ne- * 
pleted thoſe timely warnings of themoſt High from heaven. 
Toel 3. The Prophet denouncing judgements againſt the enc- 
mies of his people, ver. 1 1. Thither, faith be, cauſe thy mighty 
ones to deſcend, O Lord: Tremellizs explains it, Sanits Angel: 
& homines judiciorum Dei aaminiſtri ; The holy Angels and 
men who execute Gods judgements, And betore Nebuchaaneze 
Tar Was pur to o]rafle, he ſees a Watcher,that 15,47 Angel.as the 
L X X. render it, and an holy one come dows from heaven, Dan. 
4-13. who was the Prefidential Angel of Babylon, as may 3p- 
pear by the following words, and he with his regiment paſſe 2 
decree againſt Nabuchadnezzar. ver.16, 17. Which the mot 
High ratities , and therefore it's ſaid ro be His decree, wer. 24, 

When now, for the finnes of nations and perſons, the Pre- 
fidential Angels have forſaken them, they are expoſed unto 
the ſpoyl and enſnaring of evil angels : againſt which the Pro- 
phet David prayes, P/al.71. 9, 10. Caſt me not off 11 the time 
of old age, forſake me not when my ſtrength faileth: for mine ene- 
mies (peak, againſt me ( evil angels and men ) and they that keep 
my ſoul ( ſo )Wp) IDW) ignites, and the ZXX. evade 
ooyles Thu* uxlu wes; and the Valg. Latine, Qi cuſtodiebant / | 
animam meam; not, they that lay wait for my ſon!, which nei- 
ther Hebrew, Greek, nor Latize word ſignifies) they take cornn- 

ſel together. ſaying, God hath forſaken him, perſecute him ana 
take him, for there is none to deliver him. 

The good God by his Angels fore- warns his people _ 

D. 3 will. 
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will come to paſſe in the world, whereof many examples might 
be given. Pſal.60.4,5. Vt fugiant 4 facie arcs: our Tranſla- 
tors turn it according to the Hebrew, Thow ha#t given a ban- 
ver bo thoſe that fear thee, that 8: may be disþlayed becanſe of the 
truth, That banner is love, Cant. 2. 4. the loye of God, our 
neighbour, and our enemy : therefore Se/ah is 2dded, and the 
words which follow are, Tat thy beloved may be delivered, 
Epiphanins lib. de menus & pond. tells us, that when Teryſa- 
lem was to be deſtroyed. merry prutmioncas ta) Sy yias aty):; 51 
w:2nrs Uanglul'a am + mines, All the diſciples Were warned 
by an Angel to depart from the City, 

1. Obſerv. Hence we ſee the reaſon why the moſt High 
is ſo called, as infinitely cranſcending all thoſe which are called 
gods, 1.Cor.8, 

2. And why, the Lord of Hoſts : Becauſe as all the crea- 
tures are at his command, ſo eſpecially the Angels who are no- 
red with this charaQter , that they obey the word of command, 
Pſal. 103. 20, 21. So Jacob calls the two armies of Angels, 
Gods hoſt, Gen.32.1, 2. and Leke 2.13. And becanſe the time 
of Chriſts appearing in the flcſhis called , The day of his power, 
P/al.11to. the moſt High God then declaring and imparting 
unto men a great meaſure of his power; ye may obſerve, thar 
the latter Prophets, ſpeaking of that time and thoſe dayes, call 
the molt High, The Lord of Hefts, Examples are obvious in 
the prophelies of Zachary, Hapgy, and Malachy. Thovgh 
(to the fhame of this preſent generation be it ſpoken) men 
pretending the higheſt light and ſtrength, complain of infirmi- 
ty, weakneſſe, and blindnefſe ; as if Jeſus Chriſt the wil- 
dome, and power of God, were not come in the ficſh, 

I. lohn 4. 2, 3. 

3. Note hence, that the beſt creatures and agents can do the 
beſt fervice; and are fitteſt to be employed. - - 

4. That ſince the Angels, ſo great in power, ſo readily obey 
the molt High, it is our duty not to ſtand upon puntilio's of 
honour, ſo we may do ſervice unto God and onr generation, as 
King Dav34 is ſaid to have done, As 13.36. | 

1, Whence we may juſtly blame the wilfull ignorance of 
the preſent generation, The divine teltimonics of Gods go- 
Yern- 
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vernment of the world by Angels, are ſo many and manifeſt, 

that they cannot, they dare not deny it; yet they are (o enured 

to the doArine of the falſe prophets, who force the aſſe againſt ., RO, 
the Angel, that they will not, they dare not attirmicy fo that 23, 27. 
Scientia non babet inimicum preter ignerautem:3s in other kinds 

i is tra?, ſo molt true it is of that which is called wilfull and 
affeRed ignorar.ce, Mean time they heed nor, chat while they 

rake away the operation of the !ianets, Conltellations, and 
Anpels from the infcricur world , they divorce the heavers 

from che earth, and break Homers golden chainz and meaſure 

and limit all arts and ſciences, yea the word of God it {elf, ac- 
cording to the model of their own underitanding : not cor. 
dering, that by that means they expole the pretent evi! wor!td 

to the prince of it, and his angels, e{/modens, Mammeon,ard 
Abaldon, &c. whence it is that God ſends evil eArgels among 

them P/al.78.49. 

2. Which 2lſo may juſtly reprove too many, who judge of 
tenents in Religion, by what outwardly they fee and fec!, 
Some there are (faith Clemens eAlexandrinus;who think there 
is no other thing in the world,but what they can feel and graſp 
with their hands;and ſo deny not onely the adminiliration and 
government of Angels, but alſo their very being in the world. 
Of which (e& Ca//ixs was, who, when Zrare:s had told bim of /+ 
his ul Genius which had appeared nnto him, be perſwades his 
friend, that there was no ſuch thing in the world. And the 
Scripture taxes the Sadwcees of the ſame grrour, that they deny- 
ed the re/urrettion, and ſaid that there is neither Angel nor Spi- 
rit, Afts 23.ancrrour ſo much the more execrable in them, 
becauſe they profeiled that they acknowledged and believed 
what Moſes wrote;who,in Geneſis clpectully,makes ſo frequent 
mention of the Angels, 

So much for the general] providence of God towards ali 
Nations. Let us now conſider his particular providence to- 
ward Iſrael, his own people. Whereia ewo points come zo be 
handfed; 1, The Lords portion 2s hus people. 2. The raoft High 
divided to' the Nations their. inheritance, fc. But the Lord: 
portion ts bis people, 

I. The Lords portion is his people, The Septragine _—_ | 

; theſe... 
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theſe words as they do the former, ſomewhat otherwiſe then 
we find them in the Hebrew ; *8yeriSn wits Kuplo neds 12x06, 
ogivi7ut nanporowta; wins Vaptin. The Lords portion 1s hw people 
Jacob : Iſrael ts the lot (of coard) of his inheritance. The latter 
member of this ſentence explains the former. and the former 
the latter, as in many other Scriptures. Yet ſuch is the Divine 
artifice, that alwayes there is ſomewhat remarkable in the one, 
which is not in the other. As 7acob is exponnded by 1/rae/: 
yet is 7acob the Church in it's weaknefle, The worm Jacob, Eſay 
41. 14. facob ſmall, Amos 7.2, Iſrael, the Church in its 
ſtrength: Thy name ſhall not be called Jacob, but Iſrael : for as 
a Prince haſt thow power With God, and with men, and haſt pre- 
vailed, Thus what in the one is called the Lords portion, in the 
other is, the ot, line, Or coard of his inheritance; becauſe by lines 
or coards inherirances were divided. 

Objett, Bur the Lord himſelf is ſometime ſaid to be his peo- 
ples portion, P/al.142.5. Fer.10.16. how then is the people 
his portion ? Aw/. The Scripture indeed ſpeaks both wayes : 
It's a kind of mwtwa comceſſio, implying an intimate union 
berween God and his people, Chriſt and his Church : as we 
ſpeak indifferently of natural! things conſpiring into a mutuall 
unton one with other; that the fire is in the iron, or the iron in 
che fire; the water in the wine, or the wine in the water; the 
light in the air, orthe air in the light: Much more properly 
may we ſay of that moſt thorow-union between God and us, 
that wedwell in God, and God in usz that God i ewr howſe, 
Pſal.go.1. and we his houſe, 1.7 im.3.15+ that his. people are 
his portion, and he his peoples portion. 

His people arc his portion obliged to him by Covenant, Ex- 
04.19-5,6. He is his peoples portion cndear'd to them by the 
near relation of a father,which he maintains toward his people. 
For asit is the Law of Adam, 2.Sam. 17. 19. 2s I ſhewed bc» 
forg That the natural man provides for his children,much more 
of a good man, Proy.13.22. 2. Cor. 12. 14. as Abraham gave 
all that je had to Iſaac — But to the ſonnes of the coneubines, 
Abraham gave gifts, Gen 25.5,64Moſt of all the molt High 
God and Father of all, He gives inheritances unto all other 
Naticns, according to the number of the Angels of God; y he 

reſerves 


| 


, 
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reſerves himſelf for the portion of his own people. And there. 
fore when He 1s ſaid to have begotten 15 anew to 4 lively hope, 
&c. 1,Pet-1.3. he provides an inheritance for his yew-begot- 
tex children, ver 4, 

I ſhall make application of this ia common with that which 
follows; and that ariſes from the diverſity. 

2. The moſt High divided the Nations their inheritance, &c. 
but the Lirds portion is Hs people, The particle 17 here uſed,is 
not alwayes rational, as it is rendred in our E»g/5fs, but ſome- 
time implies a diverſity,as Gen. 45.8. Te have not /ext me hither, 
'D but God. 2\Sam 1618.92 Nay,but whom the Lord and his 
people chooſe, ec. + Such a diverſity thereis in theſe words; He 
divided the Nations their inheritance, &c. according to the Au- 
gels of God: but the Lords portion ts his people. The Vulg. Za- 
tine hath here ante; and inthe parallel to this Text, we have 
—_ I7. 17. and ſo Irevers read and expounded the 
words. 

But here it may be doubted : Are then the people of God 
ſo properly and peculiarly his, fo immediately under his toition 
and patronage, that they are exempt from the care of Angels? 
I gave anſwer to this doubt in part, when I proved the Greek, 
tranſlation of my Text genuine, 

The moſt High doth not diſcharge the Angels from the care 
of his own people; for, eAre they not all miniſtring ſpirits,Cc. 
Heb.1.14? And whereas there are inviſible and viſible An- 
gels, and both cither nationall or perſonall, they are all of them 


© 4mployed about the people of God. Onely, the moſt High 


hath not put his own people under the government and admi- 
niltration of Angels, as he hath put other Nations. So much 
is imported by the note of diverſitie. And the ſame is averred 
expreflely by the Apoſtle, Heb.2.5. He hath not put in ſubjetti- 
on to the «Angels the world to come : that is, the world of the 
Mefliah, known by the name of p33 =>, the world 
then to come, while the people were under the Law, which was 
ralled 7171 COMy this world. Indeed while His people are 
under the Law, he partly diſciples and nurtures them by the 
Angels, as achild under Tutors and Governonrs, Gal. 4. And 
therefore that firſt diſpenſation of the Father is managed by 
E 
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the Angels, eH8. 7. Gal. 3. Hebr. 2.3. the Law is called the 
word fpoken by Angels. He of all the Angels who is princi- 
pally imployed in this firſt diſpenſation ſcemes to be Uriel, 
who appearcd to E/aras, 2. Eſdr. 4.1. He bears light in bis 
name, anſwerable to the Fathers Law, P/al.40.6. which iscal. 
led « lamp and a light, Prov. 6.23, When this firlt diſpenſati- 
on hath its end, there are Angels imployed to- promote the 
work of the Lord. Of ſuch ye read, Fob 33. 23. which Mer- 
cer, and others wnderiitand to be an Angel, as the word there is 
in Hebrew, Greek, and Latine, Such allo was that man of 
Macedonia, who appeared to Pani, Afs 16.9. the prefiden- 
tial Angel of CMacedonia, Angels ilinagentis, The Angel 
of that nation, aith Hugo, When the Lord Jeſus appears in 
the ſecond diſpenſation, the Angels. uſher him into the world, 
but as miniſters unto the Sonne, as before they were unto the 
Father; and fo they own him as Heir of the Father, and Head 
of his Church : For as the Fathers will is, that all men ſhould 
honour the Sonne, as they honour the Father; 7oh. 5. 22, 23.. 
P/al.72.1,2, Mal.3.1. So, When he brings in his firſt begot- 
ten buto the World, be ſaith, eAnd let all the Angels of God wor- 
ſhip him, Heb. 1.6. and therefore a multitude of the heaventy 
hoſt praiſe God at his incarnation, Zke 2.13.14. whenceit is, 
that as they were unto the Father, ſo they are unto the Sonne, 
Pſal.68.17. For whereas vey. 18, mention is made of Chrifts 
Kingdome, and his diſtribution of offices and gifts of His Spi- 
rit unto his ſubjeRts; v. 17. the Pſalmiſt tells us, that the King 
Chriſt hath the ſame royall attendance, that his Father had at 
the giving of the Law : The charets of God are twenty thew- 
ſand, even thouſands of Angeli:the Lord is among thens, as in Si- 
yai,viz, where he gayethe Law. The word there uſed 1s jRIW, 
implying the Angels to be of the ſecond rank or order, as choſe 
who adminiſter the ſecond diſpenſation, which is inferiour un- 
tothe third, Such was Gabriel with bis quirc- of Angels 
Locke 1. &. 2, who receives a command from his ſupcnivur, 
Dan.8.16. | | | 
The third and higheſt diſpenſation, that of the Spirit, is ho- 
naured by the adminiſtration of one of the firit or the higheſt 
rank of Angels ſo Hicheſis aid tobe, Dan. 10, 1 2+ "MR 
(3767 
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EO NW PDPwWT7. And 2s Gabriel cntettained Chrift 
in the Fleh, fo CMichae/cmeertained Him bora in the Spiric ; 
Rev.12.1. For as ſoon as Chrilt is there born in the Spirit, 
Alichael and his Angels appear fighting with the devil and his 
angels, for the ſubduing the princvpalities, and powers, and ſpiri- 
twall wickedneſſe in heavenly things, Epheſ.6. 

Thus ye perceive, that the inviſible Angels are imployed by 
God the Father, Son, acid Spirit , in the goyernment of His 
people. There are alſo viſible Angels upon earth, anſwerabie 
unto the inviſible and heavenly hoit of the Moſt High, whom 
He likewiſe imployes in the government of His people. Theſe 
are cither Magiſtrates and Governours of Kingdomes and 
Common-Weales, who are called gods, Exod. 22, 28. which 
St. Paul interprets rwlers of the people, Ati. 23.5. Or Mini- 
ſters of the Churches in all ages, who are called Angels. Rev.2. 
& 3. for as Angels in their government repreſent Magiltrates, 
ſo in their Meſlages they ſer forth Miniſters, For ſo the Apo- 
file diſtinguiſheth them, 1 Cor.8.5, There are that are called 
gods, whether in heaven or inearth, Theſe being ſervants and 
inſtruments of the Moſt High, who is faonvs aiaror , which 
I would render. King of the worlds, 1 Tim. 1, 17. as we do, 
Heb.1.2.they are partakers in their nature of thoſe worlds. In 
their bodies they correſpond unto the outward and viſible 
world, Inthcir ſouls they are anſwerable unto the Angels 
world, Ephe/.3.10. Col.y.16. whoſe charater is obedience 
unco the Commandments of God. P/al. 103. 20,21, And 
therefore by them was the Law ordained, A#.7.53.Gal 3.19. 
In their ſouls therefore they repreſent the Angels world, as ha- 
ving the ſubſtance of the Law written in them, Row.2.14, 15. 
this is the inward man, according to which therefore St. Paul 
delighted iz the Law of God, Rom. 7.22, Intheir ſpirit they 
anſwer unto the divine, intell:Rual, hyperangelical world,call- 
ed by one of the wiſeſt Heathens, divine particula anre : the 
breath of life, Gen.2.7. Job 33.4. the Spirit of the eAlmightye 
Theſe baye lived a Divine and Angelical life, and held forth 
_ = the Word of Life ſucceſſively in all ages of the 
Worid. 


Adam non renewed according to the image of God; for as 
| E 2 before 
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before the fall he is deſcribed, Ger. 1. 27.God created mas in his 
own image,in the image of God created he him;lo in his renewing, 
Gen.5.1. the ſame wordsare uſed, implying, that now he was 
reſtored unto the ſame image, according to which he is ſaid to 
be rhe Son of God, Luk. 3. the laſt verſe. 

Seth walked ſo divinely in that glorious image, that Theo- 
doret and S#idas report that he was called $43; a god ; whence 
Frthe ſons of God are underſtood to be the poſterity of Seth, 

Gen.6.4. 

Now the Moſt High fore-ſceing, that the flouds of ungod- 
lineſs would ſo corrupt the earth, that He ſhould be provoked 
to ſend a deluge of waters, He graciouſly raiſed up cight faith- 
ful Preachers, to fore-warn the world of the floud. Of theſe, 
Enoſo was the firſt « Thus I underſtand, Ger. 4.26. For fo 
the LXYX. read 73 not Ix. and turn it #7 ; and the Vul- 
gar Latine iſte, This man, 1ſte cepit, This man began to preach: 
So FW the word here uſed fignifies to preach : as Prov.1.21. 
Joel 3.9. Eſay 61.1. all which and diyers other places , the 
Greek Interpreters render by xupucorey, to preach,as alſo S. Luke 
rurns the laſt, Lak,4.18,19. Thus Aartin Luther turns,Gen. 
4-26+. pzedigen: and the Low Dutch pzediken: which opens a 

- #vnvoily,a great difficulty,we meet withal,2 Per. 2.5 where we 
-/ - read. that God ſaved Noah the eighth perſon a preacher of righ- 
teonſneſſe, contrary to the Greek text , 3ydboy Nas Dxauorurns 
' xipoxa 4puagts ; and the Vulgar Latine,O Haven juſtitie preco- 
nem cuſtodivit : which the Syriac and Arabic verſions follow ; 
as alſo the French, Italian, and Spaniſh Tranſlations ; all 
which obſcure the text, by putting a point between cight, and 
Preacher ; as we do by the ſupplement of perſov. And thus 
all the Expoſitors that I have yet ſeen, ancient and modern, T 
arc in the ſamecrrour. Noah is called the cighth, ſaith one, be- - 
cauſe there were ſeven perſons in the Ark ſaved beſide him, and 
he the eighth ; all which St. Petey calls, eight ſoles ſaved by 
Water, 1 Pet.3-20, But if thus Noah were to be underſtood the 
eighth, then ſome of the other ſeven ſhould be ſaid to be the 
firlt, ſecond, or third, &c. which is no where ſo ſaid to be, Be- 
fide, it's an hard expreflion to call Noah the cighth perſon, 
inſtcad of one of the cight perſons, Another would _ 
t 
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the doubt, by ſaying, he is called the eighth, becauſe of all the 
cighe ſoules he entred laſt into the Ark: But that's nor ſo; for 
God gives the command firſt to him, Gen.7.1. and he is ſaid 
firſt to enter, ver.7. Another therefore reckons from Adam, 
as ?ad. ver,14. counts Enoch the ſeventh from eAdam : Bur 
then Noah muſt not be the eighth, but the tenth, Others 
reckon from Seth; brit then Noah is the ninth. Another 
would have Noah the eighth Preacher of Righteonſneſſe ; but 
then ſecking for ſeven before him, and finding none, he, with 
other Expoſitors, reſts inthe firſt reſolution of the doubt; Thar 
he was the eighth perſon ef them who were ſaved in the Ark. 
Whence ariſeth all this difficalty, but from the general miſtake 
and miſ-interpretation of Gen. 4. 26 ? which if rendred as I 


have done, This man began to preach, 3s PWM lignifiesz or 


was the firſt Preacher , we ſhall then finde that Noah is the 
cighth. For thus ye ſhall reckon them, Ger. 5. £»k,3. 1 Chr, 
1.1. Exoſy the firſt Preacher, 2 Kenan, 3 Mahalaleel, 4 Fe- 
red, 5 Henoch, 6 Methuſalah, 7 Lamech, $ Noah, And fo 
both texts are cleered one by the other, 

Theſe werethe Angels of the Church before the floud. 

Aﬀeer the floud, Shem was famous inthe Church; as Serh be- 
foreit, Ecclxs. 49:16. 

From Shem, who very probably and by joynt conſent of 
the Jews, was CMelcbiſedec, deſcended a race of holy men, 
ſome Kings, ſome Prieſts, ſome Prophets, (who had their ſuc- 
ceſſion, x King. 19. 16.) as the Meſlengers of the Perſian 
Kings, who were called zy/z&g:, conveyed their embaſlies by 
Torches lighted ; Even ſo Shemw-or Melchiſedec tranſmitted 
the light of life by Abraham, by Moſes, by David, by Zero- 
babel, Vitai lampada tradwnt, even unto the great Light, The 
great King, Prieſt and Prophet, Chriit the true Melchs - 
ſeaec, 

Now as 1a ſpeaking of Gods general providence, we found 
four inviſible Angels proportioned to the four children of 1/- 
rel, and the Nations in the fonr quarters of the world , and 
alſo twelve, and ſeventy , anſwerable to ſo many children of 
Iſrael, and ſo many nations : ſo we ſhall finde like numbers of 
vilible Angels in Gods particular providence and government 
of the world by them, There 
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There are four Cherubim in the Old Teſtament, 

I. Eſay of the Tribe of Fudab, who call the great Angel of 
the Covenant his Kinſman, Eſay 5. 1. He is the Lyon of 

dah, 
2. Jeremy, lcd as an oxe to the flawghter, Jer-11.19, 

3» Daniel, the high flying Eagle. 

4+ Ezekiel. (o often called the ſon of mas, 

And astheſe four Cherubim repreſent the four Standards ; 
ſo the twelve Prophets, Ecc/x5.49.10.the twelve Princes, N um, 
2. Andas theſe were buroing and ſhining Lights in their ge-' 
nerations, ſo the Syriac and Arabic verſions there render the 
words, Let their bones ſhine. 

Anſwerable to theſe four Standards, we find the four living 
creatures, Rev.q.6. which ſome apply unto the four Evange- 
liſts : As the twelve Apoſtles anſwer to the twelye Prophets. 
Whence the woman which bare the man-child,is crowned with 
twelve Stars. And the twenty four Elders grown up to the 
old and perfeR age, are no other, Revel.4.& 5. then thoſe 
two twelve ſhining lights,the one before the other after Chriſt 
appearing in the fleſh,and all abont the throne ; as the trees of 
life abour that river of water of life, that river that makes glad 
the City of God, Plal.46.4. Rev.22.1. Such were the ſeventy 
Elders, N*ms.11. repreſenting the ſeventy Diſciples, even they 
who anſwer unto the ſeventy nations, and their preſidential 
Angels. 

Nor dare I ſlight that ancient tradition, that the Apoſtles 
having in command and commiſſion from the Lord, to go into 
all the world and preach the Goſpel, AZatth.28. they accord- 
ingly went ſome into one part of the world, others into other ; 
not at all adventures, but as the Tribes with their Princes were 
placed,according to the four parts of heaven, Nam. 2. and eve- 
ry one hath ics Trigon, anſwering to its reſpective ſigne, and 
Preſidential Angel , under which divers Countreys and Cities 
are placed, Anſwerably hereunto the Apoſiles are ſaid to have 
gone forth to preach the Goſpel; Sinveon, Bartholomew, and 
Matthew Eali-ward , others Welt-ward, &c. as Georgina 
Veuetus (hews at large in his Harmonia CMnndi, ( ant. 2.t0n-7+ 
Cap. 8, 13, In whichalthough I know not what certaine 
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tie there is for every particular aſſignment, which I leave to 
others to enquire: yet ſince there is an orderly proceeding in all 
the works of God, eſpecially in that great work of propaga- 
ting the Goſpel, thus much we may confidently affirm, from 
the Apoſtles reaſoning, and the ordination of Matthias in 
acc of ?udes, Afts 1.15, ——26. that the number of the 
twelve Apoſtles mult remain intire; and .every one muſt haye 
his proper place allotted to him, as we may underſtand 4.1. 
25. Iopwblu'r us Thy They Thy Stop, That he may go into his 
e: which may as well be underſtood of theend of the new 
Apoltles choice, +5z, to go into that place allotted to him, 
therein to preach the Goſpel, as of the event of 1udas, the for- 
mer Apoliles tranſgreſſion : though the vulgar opinion hath 
carried the meaning another way, And how elſe ſhall weun- 
derſtand P/al.45. In ftead of thy fathers, thou ſhalt have chil- 
dren, whom thou mayſt make Princes in all lands, then with the 
common conſent of the Fathers, Inſtead of rhe Patriarchs the 
twelve fathers of the tribes of 7/-ae!, thou ſhalt have thy ſpi- 
rituall children, the Apoſtles, whom thou mayſt make Prin 
cey in all lands, Wiſd. 3.7,8. Who ſhine and r4ntoo aud fro, 4s 

Sparks among the ſtubble, they ſhall judge the nations, and bave* 

deminion over the people. 

Of theſe, no doubt ſome were univerſall , ſuch was Paz!, 
2.Cor.11.28. He had the care of all the Churches. Whom the 
Galatians received as an Angel of God, even as the Angel of 
the Covenant, Gal 4.14. ven as Chrift Teſwa. 

And hath the Lord now forſaken his Church > or may the 
Prophets complaint be renewed? There is not one Prophet more, - 
neither among us any Who knoweth how long . Pſal.74.9. $.lokn 
Saw an Angel flying in the midſt of heaven, having the everlaſt= 
Ing Gofþel to preach unto them that dWell on the earth; and to 
every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, ſaying with 4 
lond voice, Fear God, and give glory to him, for the hour of his - 
judgement is come, This Angel hath appeared and preached his - 
everlaſting C ofpel, it's agreed by all, But who this Angel was, 
every one jpudgeth avhe is affeted, * * * 

Abbat Toachim tolls tis, it was Gregory the Great; others - 
Caſſiodor; others Arnolum. de villa nova; others, Ocham, Daw- 
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tes, Petrarch, Tohannes de rape ceſa, Wicklif, or ſome about his 
time. 

Now it would be worth the enquiring, whether any of all 
theſe could alledge for his Commitsion, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
as ali the Prophets and Apoſtles have done? Or whether any 
of their writings be ſo holy and pure, ſo truly divine, that they 
may be termed The Goſpel, yea, T he everlaſting Gofjel? Or 
whether the writings of any of thele, or all theſe, be worthy to 
be publiſhed to all nations, tribes, tongues,and people who dwel 
upon the earth? Whether any of theſe can be called xa7* iZoylw? 
6 Flgopirns, ſuch as this Angel muſt be? This may be made ap- 
pear, from the queſtions which the meſſengers of the Phariſies 
moved to 7ohn the Baptiſt; John 1.21. Art thou, 5 Tlpopirns, 
The Prophet, or, That Prophet? Where it's evident, that the 
Tews expeRted three to come; 1, Elias, (who was Tohn the 
Baprilt, that is, who came in the Spirit of Z/jas, not the per- 
ſon of Elias, vvhich therefore [ohn denies). 2. Chriſt himſelf: 
and 3. an eminent Prophet : for ſo 5 Ilpopirys fignifies, and 
vve ſo render it vvell, That Prophet: ſo the eArabic verſion, 
Diodati , and Beza ;, whotruly ſaith, That the idiome of the 


Greek tongue requires ſuch tranſlation, That 5 Npepirns muſt 


be underſtood of ſome certain Prophet, not any one at large. 
They could not hereby underſtand Chriſt: for Zohn had ex- 
preſſcly denied that he was The Chriſt, ver. 20. Belides, they 
who were ſent diſtinguiſh that Propher,from Elias and Chrilt, 
ver.25., Whence it is evident, that according to the judge- 
ment of the ancients, Chryſoſteme , Cyril, Theophylatt, &c. 
that behde Elias and the Meſliah or Chriſt, the Tews expeRted 
ſome notable, ſome eminent Prophet , ſo Kimhi on Ho/.1. 11. 
Ore head] that is, ſaith he, Elias the Prophet, who ſhall reduce 
them from baniſhment: and on He/.11.10. He ſhall appear to 
the Iſraclices in their baniſhment by a Prophet. By whom I un- 
derſtand not any one who ſhould introduce any new doQtrine, 
or new form of worſhip;but one who ſhal reſtore the Law and 
Prophets , and Evangeclicall writings, co their former puri- 
ty and clearneſs. And whereas the many Councils, and School- 
mens controverſies, ſince the Apoſiles times, have rather knit 
many inextricable knots, then reſolved any, this Propher me 
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be ſach an one as muſt reſolye doubts, determine controverſies, 
and as the Jews ſay concerning Elias, Crm Elias vererit , ſol- 
wet 'xodos 2 accordingly our Lord manifeltly diftingniſheth a 
double coming of Ekas, HMatth. 17. 109,11, 12. for ſurely 
?ohn the Baptiſt did not that in his diſpenſation, which our 
Lord there faith Z/;as muſt do, Reffore all 1hings, Whether 
 anyoneof thoſe named, were ſuch an one, ſuck an 5 wpopyrys, 

I believe, may be put out of all queſtion. 

If then enquiry be made after this Ange), by all theſe marks, 
and theſe not found in any of theſe men named, who though 
pious and learned, yet like to other men, and a Non eſt inven- 
tus be returned, as I am well affured there muſt 5 Then let in- 

uiry be made among all divided Churches, which are not 2 
ew at this day, and look into the lives of men of ſeverall re- 
ligions, and ſee whether thoſe marks of the laft times be among 
them, whereof cur Lord fore tells us. That iniquity ſhould a- 
bound, and the love of many ſhould Wax cold, CMatth. 24. 12. 
Or whether, in dire& oppoſition hereunto, Obedience toward 


God, and love toward our neighbour, and towards our ene-. 


-my,abound among them; which are the true charaRers of thoſe 

who are born of the ſpirit, as the Wiſe-man ſaith, Feelns 3.1. 
T be children of Wi/edeme are the congregation, or (arch of the 
righteous, whoſe exerciſe ts obedience and love, 

This life is the light of - men, and will declare the dofrine 
to be of God, and no other then the everlaſting Goſpel, and 
the Preacher of it no other, then that Angel 'whom S. 7ohn 
ſaw flying in the midſt of heaven, &c. Rev.n4. 6. Now as 
our Lord ſpeaks concerniyg the ſecond diſpenſation, oh. 7.17. 
If any man will do His (that is,the Fathers) wi#,which is, Hrs 
Law, Pſal.4o.8. he ſhall know of the dofirine, &c. So Thall 
inferre, by kike reaſon, concerning the third:diſpenſation, If any 
man will do His will, that is, the fonnes, and be obedient to the 
Goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt , he ſhall know of che do- 
Arme of the Spirit. whether it be of God, or no, The Lord 
Jeſus-makes the very ſame promiſe Tohn 14.15,16,17. If ye 
dove. me, keep my commundments, and [will pray the Father, and 
He ſrall give you another Comforter that Ht may abide With you 


for ever, even the Spirit of trath. This is that Angel who flies 
' F in 
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in the midſt of heaven, Rev. 14. 6. as an cecumenicall ſaperin- 
tendent, who hath care of a# the Churches, 2. Cor. 11, who us 
Noah fore-warned the former world of the Flond, and-buik 
an-Ark for the ſaving of his houſe, and ſo proved himſelf a man 
of reſt and conſolation, as his name ſignifies : ſo this great An- 
gel of the Church is another 3, who hath fore-warned the 
world of Gods judgement to come upon it, even of that great | 
deluge and over-flowing ſcourge, E/ay 28.17, 18. which hath 
been, is, and yet muſt be, upon the Chriſtian world ; and hath 
exborted.every one to build an ark for che ſaving of his foul,an 
Ark of three hocies, T he fear of God, Faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and, The love of the Spirit, And as the former Noah 
with his houfhold, repeopled the former world; ſo this latter 
Noah with his family,ſhall renew and repleniſhthe new world, 
wherein Righteonſneſſe foal dwell, And as before the entrance 
of the ſecond diſpenſation, the Lord. having promiſed Chriſt, 
Zach 6.1.2, promiſcth alſo a crown to Helem, or Heldai,v.1 0, 
b0 T obiab, 7edaiah, and Hen, Or Joſiab, ver.10. the ſoune of Z e- 
phaniab, ver,14. Even ſo, before theentrance of the third di. 
ſpenſation of Chriſt ip the Spirit, the crown is promiſed 77, 
#@opireary, wito thoſe Who wait for Him, 2. Tim.4.8. Tis ypu- 
E{uces, to thoſe who underſtand the profit of their captivity : 10lg 
ineyraxir, to them Who kuow the myſteries of God * ius Xe(ptrs 
v45 gogarie, that they may find grace in the day of the viſitation of 
the Lord ; the abwndance of the grace of God, who hides Hind 
ſelf, Eſa 45.15. ſothe LXX. render mimyT way 

and to that purpoſe alſo Hierom interprets the place, 

Come we now. to make application of all to our ſelves, If 
Gods people be His portion, then are not they under the pow- 
er of Stars or Angels... A wiſe man rules them both ; how 
much more that wiſe. and underſtanding people, who arc ated 
by the Wiſdom from above ? Yet may even theſe behold the 
Stars, their multitudes, their motions , their operations, and 
karn thence natural —_— as bow Y glorifie the may 
nature. Joh eAr periatendent of Luxebuyg,a b 
pious, fol F3f, Whoſe name is honourable _— all good 
men throughout Germaxy: He, in that fourth book of his 
Er Rn Cy, po 2 
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Dutch, tells us, That the ſtars are certain treafaries and Nore. 
houſes, out of which, both to men and beaſts. God diſtributeth 
His temporal goed things wonderfully ; and to that purpoſe 
he produceth the opinion of that great Philoſopher of Germa- 
»y, Paracelſnus, whoſe judgment is, That all natural wiſdom, 
power and knowledge. is contained in the Stars, Hence many 
become famous artificers, and natural wiſe men in divers Arts 
" and Inventions, whoſe minds nature inclineth to ſtudy the 
arts ; whereby the works of God are manifeſted to His Ho- 
nour, and the adyantages of men. And therefore God hath 
committed natural and hidden treaſures to the heavens , that 
in His own time He os make all- things manifeſt to whom, 
how,and where it ſhall ſeem good unto himſelf, And after 
this manner, as by a wonderful operation and impreſſion, rhe 
heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament ſheweth hu 
handy-Work.: So he, Ye have two teltimonics in one, the 
one of an eminent Divine, the other of an excellent Philoſopher 
and Phyſician, Both which are verified by two examples, 
among many others, of two wiſe Stateſmen in their times ; 
cited by that noble Gentleman Sir Chriſtopher Haydon; Adrian þf 
the Emperour, qus cantta de ſe ſcivit, or preſcivit, He was ſo 
excellently ſeen in the Science of Stars, that he was able before- 
hand to write a Diary, as hedid, of al! things which ſhould 
befall him antil the hour of his death; 

Septimins Severus was ſo admirable in this kind of know- #” 
ledge, that conſidering his nativity before his expedition for 
England, he cauſed his nativity and his expedition to be inſcri- 
bed in the roof of his palace as a monument of his knowledge 
herein, that he ſhould never return again ; according to which 
prediRion he dyed at Tork. 

It is true, Theſe were Heathen Emperours, yet was the 
ſtudy of this Science not thought unworthy of Gods people , 
who thereby might learn co manifeſt Gods glory from his 
works in nature, eAbrabam is recorded by the Ancients to 
have been extremely well ſeen in this kind of Science, Orphene 
in Clem. eAlexandr. ftrom. lib.5. ſpeaking of God, ſaith, He 
is inviſible, but He hath made himſelf known unto abraham 
the Chaldeay, 


— 
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He knew the way of the Stars, their motions about the earth , 
their ſettings and. their riſings. And when Srephes the Pro- 
tomartyr ſaith of Moſes, That he was learned in all the learn- 
ing of the Egyptians, eAft.7.22. beis tobe underſtood to be 


learned in Altrology, which was a principal part of the E8Yp- 
6 


tians learning. Clemens Alex. lib.1. Strom. aryl aro 


& polar us arvpores tirywr, ewtus Ih xa} 12rd. The 


Egyptians firſt brought forth Altrology among men: The 
like is ſaid of the Chaldeans, Whence it's evident that Aſtro- 
logy was one kind of learning of the Egyptians. 
But was Moſes learned in Aſtrology ? | 
Let us hear what Philo Fudew will tell us, 1ib.1, de vita 24 
fs ; where ſpeaking of £Mo/ſe's princely education, as he calls 


- it, according to the repute had of him, that he was ſon to 
—Pharaoh's Daughter, and ſhewing with what facility he at- 


tained ro skill in Arithmetick, Geometry, Muſick, and Hiero- 
glyphicks, which he learn'd of the Egyptians, he adds, that 
he learned my my Sggriuy yardziniy many » the Chaldean 
Scrence of the heavenly bodies, of the Chaldcans and Egypti- 
ans, 
And here I muſt remember you of the two ſorts of wiſdoms 
and learnings, the one concerning divine, humane and natural 
things, the gifrof God ; the other diabolical curioſity, wiſdom 
fally ſo called, the work and invention of the Devil, The 
former is here to be underſtood throughout. Whence that ex- 
cellently learned man Hwgo Grotixs in his Annotations to At?, 
722+ irad\udn Moors Tay vis anuiter , faiththus, Non 
ſeripfit hoc de ſe Moſes : ſed res per ſeeft credibils & trads- 
tione firmata. Certe eAftrologie & Medicine peritia paſſim 
iu ej legibus apparet ; that is, © Moſes was learned in allthe 
learning of the Egyptians This Moſes wrote not of him- 
ſelf: But the thing is credible in ic ſelf, and confirmed by tra- 
dition. Troly:his sLillin Aſtrology and Phyſick appears every: 
where in his lawes: So he. Now as doſes brought up among 
the Egyptians was learned in that learning, whereof the Zgyp- 
tiaxs are ſaid to have been the authors ; So Daniel brought up 

among 
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among the Cha/deans, was learned in the ſame kind of learning, 
whereof the Chaldeans were allo ſaid to. be the authors and- 
joventors. This may appear very probably,withour forcing of 
the Scripture, out of Das. 1.4.— whons they might teach the' 
learning and tongue of the Chaldeans. Their princip3l learning, 
what was it but Aſtrology ? for ſo 4ſtrologrs and Chatdenr, 
were taken for the ſame. . His proficiency in learning this 
Science, appears ver. I 7—20, The King, upon cxamination, 
found none like Daniel and the other three captives, vey. 19; 
and ver.20, The King fownd thens tex times better they all the 
CHMagitians and Aſtrologers that Were in all his Realm, They 
are compared with the Magitians and Aſtrologers,- and are 
ſaid tobe better then they, I believe, no man will queſtion, 
but that compariſons ought in reaſon to be in things of the 
ſame kind, And becauſe the wiſe men of Babylon, the Aﬀtro- 
logers and Cha/deans could not interpret the Kings dream, rhe 
decree went forth that the wiſe men ſhould be ſlain,and they ſought 
Damel and bu fellowes to be ſlain, Dan.2.13, How unjult,how 
oneeaſonable a decree had thar been, if Daxie/ and his feilowes 
had not been of the ſame profefiron? yea that Science was 
Gods gift unto Damel and his felloWer, as appears Dax, 1.17. 
So that in the Art it ſelf there is no evil, Yea ſcire malum mn 
eft malum, if any man find fault, let him not blame the Art,bur 
the Artilts, if chey tranſgreſſz rheir bounds , or abuſe their 
Art by evil practice, or a-falſe opinion; as, that men are acted : 
and driven by neceſſity and compulſion of the Stars and An-- 
gels. I hope, there are none ſuch among you,worthy Artiſts. 
One, and he of greateſt note amongyou, (without envy be it 
ſpoken) uſeth for his Motto, Non cogent ; and I hope, it is 
the judgment of you alt : and that yee will readily ſubſcribe» 
the ſentence. of Excommunication againſt eFqzil/s, though he" 
an Aſtrdloger, who, as Zpiphanine tells us, was not caſt our'of 
the Church ſimply for thepraQtice of Aſtrology, but as aw : 
Swy cunecdy Th. «rattle my uappary ny JWnoy0 1 x) Ti meh wurs 
Mryigextra..: He would make contradictions true, that the free- 
people of the Moſt High are forced and'compelitd by at 5ve- 
Inftabite fatiom, an unayoidable neceſlity of faral influences* 
It is your comtort, that your' greateſt enemies are-the moſt 
'# 4 notorious 1: 
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notorious Fataliſt;, who, in that name, excommunicate them- 
ſelves from the Church of Gods willing people. 

\ If the Lords portion be by people, we cannot but here 
blame thoſe who appropriate themſelves to God as His people, 
and portion, yet walk not worthy of God, 1. T heſſ. 2. 13. Saint 
Peter tells us, there are ewo ſorts of them who have the cha. 
raQers of theſe latter times upon them, 2. Pet. 2. 10. Theſe 
who live after the fleſh in the luits of wncleanneſſe, and deſpiſe go- 
vernment. As the Jews tell us of ewo kinds of evill ſpirits, 
the oneſubtil and buſicd in ſpirituall things; the other dull and 
unclean, and imployed about fleſhly things. They pretend that 
the moſt High is their portion, and their God , when indeed 
they worſhip and ſerve the god of this world, and his evil an- 
gels: the one ſort have Zacifer, the proud ambitious ſpirit ; the 
other have A/moders, the foul ſpirit for their portion, The 
former exalt themſelves above all that is called god, and # wor- 
f-ipped; chat's the ſpirit of Antichriſt, The Apoltle cells us, it 
is kis mark, 2. Thefſ.2.4. bold daring ſpirits | :hey deſpiſe domi- 
wion , and ſpeak_evil of dignities. Inde verſe. 8,9. Michael the 
Archangel durſt not bring a tailing accuſation againſt the devil: 
but theſe ſpeak, evil of things, and perſons too, which they know 
wot. 
Yea, the bright morning ſtarre, the great Angel of the Cove- 
vant, He was ſubjeRt to eLmnas and Caiaphas, and ſubmitred 
Himſelf to be judg'd by Herod and Pilate, whom He acknow- 
ledged to have power over him, and that poue given him 
from abeve, John 19. 11. even from the molt High God. So 
cruely is He called «ſervant of Rulers, Eſay 49.7. And is it 
not the precept of the Apolile, e4sz 4uzd, &c. Row.1 3.1. Let 
every ſonl be ſubjett to the Ingher powers : and ira iteriau; the 
| poWers that are, arcof God. And who were then the higher 
powers ? Look your Chronologers, and ye will find them all 
enemies to the Chriſtian name, Nero the firſt perſecutor, Fe- 
lix, Feſtus; eAnanias, Tonathax,the High Prieſts and Saducees: 
Of all ghe rulers the very worſt, yea the worſt of men, Yet, 
Be ſubjeB} to every ordinance of yuan for the Lords ſake, 1. Pet, 
2. 13. Put them tn mind tobe ſubjeF to principalities arid pow- 
"7, 74.3.1 The Apoltles duiſt not refit the powers, __ 

they 
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they ſhould receive to themſelves damnation, Rom, i3. 2, The 
Angels oreater in power and might, bring not any rayling ac- 
af iow again them,2.Pet.2.1 K Nea,Chrift Himſelf did? not, 
would not; it was againſt His Fathers will. But 

Non audet Stygins Pluto tentare, quod audet 

Effrenis Monachus 
Theſe dare refilt the commands of thoſe who are called gods, 
theſe, like the Planets, though they ſeem to be carried abouc 
with the diurnall circumvyolution , yet have their retrogradati- 
ons, yea, their proper oppoſite motions unto their ſuperiours, 
over whom theſe Planers deſire to rale: S. Inde calls them 
therefore wandring ſtarres, v.13. T am loth to adde what fol. 
lows, for whom « reſerved the blackneſſe of darkneſſe for 
ever. 

2. But much more to blame are they of the mad ranting 
crew, the Rantifts, or as they were well ſtyled by a worthy 
man lately in this place, the Pa»tifs. I ſhould not have named 
them. (nor am I wont to name any ſeR) but that they juſtifie 
themſelves under the name of The mad crew. Who fay, that 
the moſt High God, and our Lord Teſus Chriſt, is All, not 
onely in things Naturall and things Divine, but alſo even in 
things Diabolicall : that He is AJ in all their abominations. 
He learnedly and pioufly confounded them on that argument, 

I have now to deal with them on another theme, They pre- 


tend themſclyes, and would haye others believe, that they are - 


Gods peculiar people, and his portion; that they have the true 
light, the trac freedome, the true love; that they are the Family 
of Love ,that they have that happy and bleſſed unitic and com- 
munity with the bleſſed God, and among themſelves. 

1. Can they have the rue God, the God of Iſrael for their 
God, that God who prevails over Edom,and his carthly ſpirit; 
Whoſe God 14 their belly > Can they be His portion, or He their 
portion, who have their portion in this life ? . 

2. Can they have the crue light, who practice, yea and pro-- 
fefle te- praRtice the deeds of darknefle? 1s not the Ie the 
light of mens and'isnot Chriſt bimfelf char Zoght, and ther! 
Life ? 7) $69 73 arms, John 18,9, 

. If Chcilt be that Light: and. Life; and they have attain'd 
unto, 
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unto that light, how can they therefore live in works of dark- 
neſle 2's ſwearing, curling, blaſpheming, drunkenneſſe, forni- 
cation, and: adultery, and what not abomination * What a 
Nos ſequitar is this '' what a-contradiction | Chriſt the great 
light, had nodarkneſſe in him 1, Tobn 1.5. in him mas no ſonne: 
There could be none: He came to take away our finnes, 
I.Zobn 3.5. 

| 4 They boaſt much of freedome, And is there any other 


- true freedome, but that wherewith Chriſt makes us free ? And 


when is that, but when He ſets us at liberty frem the bondage 
and'compulſion of the Law, and the ſeryice of ſinne? He never 


- frees us from obedience unto the holy Commandments of 


God. He never makes us free from rhe righteouſnefſe of any 
either Ceremonial, or Judiciall, or Morall Law. How does 
that appear? P/al.119:142. Thy righteonſueſſe 1s av everlaſt- 
ing right eonſueſſe, and thy Law « the truth: and ver/. 144. The 
righteanſneſſe of thy teſtimonies 1 everlaſting. Therefore the 
Sonne of makes no man free from this righteouſnes which 
is everlaſting. To walkin this, to live in this, without let or 
hindrance; is the true freedome. Therefore the Sonne makes 
ps free from finne, bondage, and compulſion of the Law, that 
we may be the ſervants of God, Luke 1.74, That we being de» 
livered out of the hands of our enemies, might ſerve Hina without 
fear, in holineſſe and righteouſnefſe, all the dayes of owr life. Yea, 
therefare: are we faid to walk at liberty, becauſe' we ſeck His 
Commandments, , And then we rin the-way of his command- 

ments, when He ſets onr bearts at liberty, P/al.119.32,45. 
4+ O, but their love is ſo great, that they much boaſt of it, 
and upbraid all others with their want of unity and communi- 
tic which they enjoy. Yea, they call themſelves The family 

of love.' | , Of 

T ond God there were ſuch an-unity and. community among 
us, as God himſelf, who & Love, requires, & ſuch as was pra- 
Aiſed among the Primitive Chriſtians, As 2.4 2- 47. & 4-33. 
I profefle my heargy deſire tobe arompanion of ;all choſe who 
fear. God, and'krep his Commandebents, Pſal. 119-163. But 
what good man can be a companion, or have fellowfhip and 
community- with tho, who ſlight: that — of 
atri- 


before the Society of Aſtrologers. 


Matrimony, ordained of God before mans fall, and profeſſe a 
promiſcua Venur,2 venery without difterence? The Apoltles re. 
proof of the inceltuous Corinthian, though deeply aggravated, 
that there Was fornication among them, & ſuch fornication as Was 
not /o much as named among the Gentiles : this falls far ſhort of 
their inceſtuous and ——_ community , worſe then that 
which ſome kind of brute beaſts have among themſelyes, Yea, 
who can deſire fellowſhip with thoſe, who ſay that God & the 
devil are all one ? I pray God they ſpeak not this too truely of 
that God whom they ſerve ! But the moſt High God, the 
God of 1/7ael, would not that we ſhould have fellow/bip with 
devils, 3. Cor. 10, Tdare not report unto you, no not read, 
not think of what filthineſle, what lothſomneſle they are bold 
to publiſh in print, to the view of all the world. I think Eps- 
phanixs was too blame, in writing ſo plainly of the Guoſticks, 


predeceſſors unto theſe, Hereſ.26. And is this the Family of 


Love, who live in all manner of ſenſuall and brutiſh luſts ? 
Surely, the true Family of Love, is the Family of God, who « 
Love,t.lobn 4.8.16. They are the Chaſte, ſober,temperate, holy, 
righteous houſhold of God , of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, Epheſ.3. What elſe then is this evil 
family, this family of luſt, but a cage of unclean birds? a ſtie of 


filthy ſwine? Into whom the legion of unclean ſpirits ha's. 
entred, and drives the whole herd together into a ſea of vo-* 


luptuouſnefle and ſenſuality, - Moſt truely ſpeaks onz Lord, and 
afterhim S. Peter, of them, whoſe words were fir't fulfilled of 
the Gneſticks, and now verified again of theſe their children; 
and God grant they may betimes take heed, that they be not 
accompliſhed in them to the utmoſt, Afatth.12. 44,45. The 
anclean ſpirit caft out, returning to the houſe out of which he was 
caſt, takgs with him ſeven ſpirits worſe then himſelf , and they 
enter in and dwell there: and the laſt ſlate of that man'is worſe 
then the firſt, &c. 2. Pet. 2.19, 20, 31. While they promiſe 
them libertie, they themſelves are the ſervants of corruption: for 
of Whom a man is overcome, of the ſame 1s he brought in bondage. 
For if after they have eſcaped the poliutions of the world, through 
the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jeſus (hrit, they are ar 
ain intangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worſe with 

G them 
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them then the beginning : For it had been better for them wat to 
bave known the Way f; righteouſneſſe, then after they have known 
#, to turn from the holy Commandment delivered unto them &c. 

What ſome by way of ap»logy, ſay for them, That we 
ſhoald not jadge them. That we ſhould not rebuke them 
ever-harſhly.&c, Truly their own works judgs them : Their 
open ſins 70 before tojudgment, 1 Tim.5.24. And as forharſh ' 

rebuke, what ſaith the Apoſtle of the Cretians, alwdies lyars , 
evil beaſts flow belies; becanſe they are ſach,yebwke them ſharp- 
ty, cuteingly , lance their impoitume , that their corruptions 
may come forth, and they may be ſound inthe faith, Tit. 1.12, 
13. ſharp reproof betits workers of iniquity, They who are 
overtaken wich a fault,or ſurpriſed, areto be gently dealt with- 
al; and reſtored with the ſpirit of meckneſs. Are theſe ſuch, 
who:glory in their ſhame ? "What their favourers add further, 
T hat if the inſide of others were turned ontward, they Would be 
as bador worſe then theſe, is a ſpeech prefumptuous and unrea- 
ſonable. 

1. What a daring preſumption is it to paſſe ſentence 0n- the 
inſide of any man, 'which his outſide diſcovers not > Ts not 

The Moſt High alone the xap$:oyru5ns ? Dots not He and 
He only,know the hearts of all the children of meu ? 1 King. 8. 
39. How then ſhall yain man dare to cenſure the heart of 
ay as bad, or worſe, whoſe outward life betrayes it not to be 
ueh ? 

_ Thernleinthe Law isfar more'coriſonaht unto Chriſtian 
Charity, 2uilibet preſuimitur eſſe bonis, dum contrarium pro- 
betar ; Every man ts preſumed to be good, until the contrary be 

YoOTUE : 

4 2+ \This aſſertion isno'leſſe enreafonable : For though the 
inſide be foul, yer while the outſide isclean, ſuch an hypocrite 
cannot be rruly faid tobe\ſo bad i5he who hath neirher infide 
nor outfideclean ; (for he whoſe ontfide is unclean, his inſide is 
unclean alſo ; becauſe o#t of the abwudexce of his heart,his month 


ſpeaks 04niry, carſerh, ſweareth and blaſphemeth ; yea what- 


ever evil is ated by rhe oarward members, proceedeth from 
the heart, farth; 19. * Asthe Frexch Prove is; Nothing 
vom1er ont of the ſacky which Was wat before in the ſacks This is 

$0 
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to a reaſonable man as evident, as Totwns eſt majus ſua parte ; 

and pars eſt minor ſuototo: The whole ts greater then the part, 

and the part ts leſſe then the whole, For herein; the reaſon is 
the ſame ; Becauſe jmpicty and profaneneſs is oppoſed to all 

religion ; but hypocrilie is oppoſed only to the integrity of it. 
Therefore our Saviour acknowledges the clean outſide of the 
Scribes and Phariſees, though He denounce woes againſt them 
in regard of their unclean inlide, AZarth. 23-25,26, 27.28.And 
where He tells us, that except our righteouſneſſe exceed the 
righteouſneſſe of the Scribes and Phariſees, we ſhall in no caſe en- 
ter into the K ingdome of heaven : He acknowledges ſome righ- 
teouſnefle in the Scribes and Phariſees, which His Diſciples 
muſt exceed : and what rightcouſneſle is that, but of the out- 
fide? 

As for you (worthy Artiſts) I know many of you ſo far 
from ſuch debauche ſpirits, that ye endeavour to make both 
the ourfide and the infideclean; yea, it is for the honovr and 
credic of your Art , that by it you can diſcover their Angs. 
So they call choſe aftions that are not to be named among 
S2IntS. 

O that they would think ſeriouſly and fadly on Heb.6.4,5, 
6. and cp. 10.26 -—3 1, how neerly thoſe Scriptures may 
concern them ! O that they would confider in what immis 
nent danger they are of lofing the eternal inheritance } Know 
they not that the wnrighteaus ſhall not inherit the Kingdome of 
God? O let them not be deceived by their luRts : their Juſts are 
deceitful, Epheſ.4.22. Neither fornicators, wor idelaters, nor 
aanlterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of themſelves with may- 
kind, nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drnnkards, nor revilers, ner 
extortioners, ſhall inherit the Kingdem of God, O that I could 
truly ſay of them the following words !. /uch Were ſome of 
them. O that the Lord wopld give theys pepentance to the ac- 
knowleaging of the truth, that they mig/t recover themſelves ont 
of the ſnaxe of the devil, who are taken captive by him at bus Will, 
2 Tirn.2.25,26. | 

But leaving theſe with ſadneſs, let us ſpeak to the heart,and 
comfort Gods peculiar, people. The AMof High hath ſet 
bounds tqall other Nations, according to thenwnber of the 

2 G 3 , Angels 
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Angels of God ; but Gods portion is not like to theſe. He 
. rules not theſe by the influences of the Stars ; He hath not put 
theſe in ſubje&ion to the Angels : He ownes theſe as His own 
Portion, Of thoſe who are in ſubjeion to the Stars and An- 
gels, and lead an animal life only, Aſtrological prediRions 
are often true ; but to thoſe who are buried with Chriſt by 
Baptiſme into His death, the old oriental learning faith, wile 7» 
P:iMigue, vx vi d>nIweny o e5ponizyr, Of ſuch the Aſtrologers 
| ſpeak not cruc,ſaith Theodets, And therefore fear not thou the 
Jer. 10.2 ſgyes of heaven. Let other Nations who are in ſubjeRion to 
the Angels be diſmayed at them. In Hi#heavenly minded ones 
Plal. 19. he hath ſet 4 tabernacle for the Sun , even the Sun of righteonſ- 
Mal. 4. »eſ7, with which he clothes the woman,Rev.12. and rejoyceth 
cur{$rit 44 a gyant 5, (1121 Gyant isone of His titles of honour, Eſay 
cawhy) 9.6, asthe Sun runsthorow the ſigns of heaven, This was fi- 
ured by the Poet's Hercules, as Macrobins obſerved who 
3 "PX71 that &, 5n/ighters all the heavenly Common-wealth, 
Phkil.3. with the beams of his gracious illumination : He 
paſſes-thorow all the ſigns which are the twelye labours of 
Hercules : He cnts in pieces the heads over divers countries , 
Pſal.110.7. even the uſurped power of the evil angels, whick 
Lucifer ſets over the Kingdoms of the world, ſaith Rupert 
and Caſſians, which he challengeth as his own, Luk. 4.6. He 
executes judgment on the falſe gods of Egypr, Exod. 12, on 
+ Hamwon whom they worſhipped in the figure of a Ram, the 
carnal joy ; therefore the Ram was offered up inſtead of 
Iſaac, the ſpiritual joy, Gen.22. He ayes the Egyptian Api 
adored by them in imitation of Tawrw, another celeſtial fign, 
figuring the earthly mind mortified by the Spirit of Chriſt. 
As the Poers ſay, that Hercales flue Antems born of the earth, 
by lifting him up towards heaven : So the Apoſtle teaches to 
mortifie the earthly members, by ſetting the affeRions # 
things above, Col.3, He filences the crabbed Sophiſtry ef 
-avcey with his Mercury, as Plate faith.in Exthjd. For ſo ke 
Rroyes the wi/dome of the wiſe, and brings to nothing the nu-" 
derftanding of the prudent, x Cor.1.19- | 
And what though the angry Lyon roar, and the envious d 
bark ? Let them-go abqut, and-take their courſe, The Me 


High 
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High will 4/;ver thy darling ſou! from the power of the dog,and 
fave thee from the Lyons month, Pſal,22.20,21. Nor fear thou 
the Scorpions ſting ; The San of Righteouſneſs hath healing wn- 
der the wings of His love, Mal.4.2. And though the Dragons 
tail {weep to the earth [even carthly thoughts and affeRions ] 
the Prophets who teach lies, who are compared to his tay, 


Efay 9.15. Though Levi be joyned to Thas, the dragon, and 7 


become Leviathan, and perſecute the woman, the true Church 
and herſced, which keep the commandments of God, which 
Leviathan would "perſwade us are impoſſible for us to keep, 
though through the grace of God, by which we are able to do 
all things, Phil.4. 13; thou haſt a promiſe to be ſo enabled , 
that thou ſhalt tread upon the Lyon and the adder, the yowng Ly- 
on and the dragon ſhalt thou trample under thy feet, Plal.g1.13. 
Yea when the ſeventy viſible preſidential Angels returned and 
gave an account unto the great Angel of the Conant, He gives 
them power to tread on Serpents and Scorpions, and over all the 
poWer of the enemy,that nothing ſhould by any means hurt them, 
Luk. 10.179 —20. 

Talk not to them of fiery, aiery, watry, earthly tripliciries; 
though they of great foree among thoſe who are in ſubjecion 
tothe Angels, yet what are all theſe to the onely Blefſed Tri- 
nity, which rules and reigns in its three-fo)d diſpenſation, the 
Father JD = 53) The Lord hath reigned, Pal. 97.1. WW 
122 The Lord is King for ever and ever, Plal. 10.16. VV 
"17D! The Lord ſhall reign for ever,Plal.146.10. 

Tell not them of planets reigning : The true Zupitey alone 
reignes ; as St. Par! cites, eAtt. 17.28. Ti yep u23 firos rquir, 
out of Aratwus , underſtanding ir of the true God, wheteas 
mention before was made of Zwpiter , as that moſt learned 
Gentleman Mr. Seldex long fince obſerved in his excellent 
work de diss Syrws, It is that je» that 1171 that ova 2s 
(aftettioturns it : He isthe true NPIS the righteouſneſſe 
of God , as ye callthe Angel of Zapiter; He is the true 
WWpTIs mm, asthe Lord Jeſus mult be called, Jera23.6., He 
alone rules and governes His own portion, His ow people ; 
whereof I doubt not but many of ye are : Yet ſuffer I be- 
feech. ye, the word of exhortation, though ye know thete 
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things, yea becauſe ye know them , take heed of being your 
ſelves too confidzat, and making others too credulous in your 
predictions, eſpecially thoſe of the rude multitude. Your Art 
is to0 noble to be abaſcd unto tbe low apprebenfiors of ſach 
earthly ſpirits. Bcfidcs, there is great danger, lelt by be. 
ing perſivaded into a certainty of your preſages, they become 
tranſported with curioſity of knowing future contingencics , 
and vain hope or fear of cvents promiſed or threatned, they 
mean time negle& their preſent duty. For ſo we are naturally 
inclined ; ſolicit: de futuris, preſeutibus augimnur, Yea, which 
is worſe , it may be hence feared, that their faith and depen- 
dance being alien'd from the Moſt High God, they may be- 
come worſhippers of Stars and Angels,Co/.2, For doubtleſs 
from ſuch yain curioſiry with other cauſes,the moavSrizues , the 
mulciplicity of gods was introduced among the Gentiles, Yea 
the very ſame ftching defire of knowing future events, was ore 
inlet of idolatry among the Fews. For whereas they bad ſcen, 
yea been partakers of the Zgyptiazs idol-worſhip in the land 
of Egypt, as it's evident they were, Ezek.23.3,8. they betook 
themiclvesto the ſame falſe worſhip in the wilderneſs, Exod, 
32. which was nothing clſc but the worſhip of the celelitial fign 
Taurus, faith Lacian. 

And I read in ſundry Poecs, of horſes given to almoſt all 
the planets, which were worſhipped by idolaters, and ar 
length introduced into the very Temple of the Lord by the 
Kings of Iſrael, 2 King.23.11. The iflue of all this ye read 
Att, 7.41, 42. They made a Calf avd offered ſacrifice to the 
$dol——then God turnea and gave them up to Worſtip the hoſt of 
heaven. What ye read Eſay 65.11. Te are they that prepare a 
table for that troop, and furnifh the drink;offering to that num- 
ber, Arias Montanu turus 139 to that troop 7ovi, to Ju- 
piter : others, Marti, to Mars : others Bone fortane,to good 
fortune. 

And what we render [| that number ] and leave in the 
margine , CAexi, the LXX. turn Jxlyerr, Whereby ſome 
underſtand Mercury ; others, the good Angel , : whom they 
were wont to worſhip by ſipping of the cup, having waſhed 
their hands after meales : And therefore that cup was = 
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ed uilynfpoy £1237 SuiuorC, faith eAtheners, 1ib,11, Dipneſ. 

Which cuſtome is religiouſly obſerved at this day by the 
Britans , faith Eraſmus. Pagnin renders it, 24 paratis ex- 
ercitni celimerſam; qui impletis planets libamen. 

O cake heed leſt that which is good in you be evil ſpoken of, 
Let not your honourable art be proftituted unto things or per- 
ſons unworthy of it ; bot as your imployment is about the 
heavens, fo let your converſation be in heavenly things, Phil. 3, 
20. as I well know it is in many of you, and, 1 praiſe God, I 
ſycak it without flattery of any among you. So ſhal ye, by well- 
doing, pit to ſilence the iznorance of fooliſh men, 1 Pt. 2.15, 
So (hall ye be ſuch Aſtrologers as Abram, Moſes and Dariel 
were; and become the portion of the Moſt High God, and 
partakers of the inheritance of the Saints in Light, Col. 1. 

I ſhall end all with exhorcation unto that people & portion 
of the moſt High. We are via77ey, a (pettacle as on a ltage in 
the ſight of God, e Angels, and Men. O what manner of peo- 
ple ought we to be ! with what humilitie, baſhfulnefſe & mo« 
deſty; with what reverence and fear ought we to come before 
the majeſtic of the moſt High God ! Hoy carefull and wary 
ought we to be, leſtwe do any thing anſkend , any uncomely 
thing, becanle of the eAngels\1.Cer.11.10, Hyiw ſtrong ought 
we to be inthe Lord, and in the power of his might | Is not thts 
the day of his power ? Pſal.110. And doth not his Arm rule 
for Him, that is, His Chriſt, Eſay 42.10. And ſhall we pre- 
tend infirmitics, lie down like lubbars, and ſuffer our ſelves to 
be bufterred by Satan, whom if we rcfilt ſtrong in the faith, 
he will fie from us? Is not «Mfichaelour Prince? Who ts 45 God, 
Dan.10.21. And is not this the time, when the feeble ſhall be 
#5 David, and the houſe of David ſhall be as God, as the eAngel 
of the Lord? Zach. 12.8. Does not the Apoſtle ſay, [| not 
that we /ſha#, but 7 that We are come to au innumerable company 
of Angels, Htbr.12.22. Wherefore, 

As Heis pleaſed to own us as His people, as His portion, Ict 
nsyicld up onr ſelves unto Him as His p-rtion, The Hraelites 
when 7oſpnah had divided the Land for n inheritance-unto 
them, they gave an inheritance unto-loſb4h, TDD NA » viets, 


in the midf of them, Toſh, 19, 49. The true 1oſpnah 1s Ins, 
| Jeſwy . 
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Teſus; ſo the LXYF. call that book. and the Apoſtle renders his 
name, Hebr.4.8, The true [oþu4h hath divided unto us an 
iphericance, even all we have, and all we arez for through Hin 
are all things, Rom. 19. 36. eſpecially that inheritance of the 
Saints %n light, Col. 1.12. And te every one of us is given 
grace, according to the meaſure of the gfe Chriſt Epheſ. 4+ 74 
Let us therefore thankfully render unto the true 7o/2nuah an in- 
heritance in us. as yeread of H;s inberitance inthe Saints, Eph. 
1.1%, He will be nolazy or untbankfull Tenant ; He will im- 
prove what He holds of us and in us. Itis the great commen- 
dation of a Tenant, that he will improve and better the land 
he holds. Thus will the true 7»/2u4ab do. This was typified, 
Toſh.19.49, 50. The inheritance. the people gave him was the 
city he deſired, called np nIBR a corrupt, ruinous, defaced, 
fooliſh, tinking image; lo much T imnath- Serah ſignifies in the 
Hebrew, and in the Chalae it ſignifies, the image of ſinne and 
iniquity. Tt is his own image in us thiis fouly defaced. How 
true is that of the Prophet, being underſtood of His image in 
us, 2s it ought to be, Eſay 52. 14. His viſage was ſo marred 
more thes any man. and His forma more then the ſonnes of men, 
Who can know it to be His, if he ſhall look upon it in us ? Yet 
how deformed ſoever, let us give it up unto Him. We ſhal not 
looſe by it : He will build it up anew, as he built 7:mmath- Se- 
rah. Obſerve what good gounſel is taken about thc reparati- 
on of this building: Cant.S.8. What ſhall We do for our Siſter 
in the day when ſhe ſhall be ſpoken of ® If ſhe be a wall We will 
build upon her a palace of filver : If ſhe be a doore, We will incl8e 
her with beards of Cedar. What ſhall We do for our Siſter ] The 
Angels of heaven fay thus to one another, ſaith the Chaldee 
Paraphraſt there. If ſe be a wall, &c. ] Theſe are the 
words of Michael the Prince of 1ſracl, ſaith the ſame Para- 
phraſt. We will build on her propugnacsla, ſo the Yalg. Lat. 
fortreſſes and bulwarks, beautifull, !trong, and durable, even 
the graces of the Spirit, and rengthen her againſt the power 
of all temptations ; and render her an habitation of God 
through the Spirit, Eph.2. 22, 

This Timnath-Serah was a city ruined and quite out of re- 


- pair, which /oſonah receitied. By which is ſignified unto us, 


what 
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what is daily done in usby the true 1o/2uah the ſonne of Nay, 
that is, Jeſus the Sonne f theeteraall God; fo Nun ſgnifies, 
When He takes place and poſſeſſion in ourſouls, He burlds us 
up and repairs in us the o/d Waſte places, Eſay 58.12.,and 61. 
4. and makes us fit for the Father and; the Sonne.to dwell in, 
Tohu 14. 23. + = ». 
Thongh chis image be deformed and defaced in us, yet yield 
itto Him : He will rebuild ir, and beautihe ir, and make it 4 
glorious image, Epheſ. 5.23. As Solomon gave Hiram twen- 
cy citics, Which he called Cabs, that is, dirty, as it is inthe mar- 
gine, 1.Xings 9. 13+ Which afterward Hiram rebuilded, and 
made fair cities, which were .called Decapolrs; one of them 
was named Philadelphia, and another Pella, whither the: An» 
gel warned the Diſciples to flie, before the deltrution of erwu- 
ſalemw. When we return to the life of the moſt High, that's 
COVYN, Hiram, from which we are alienated, Epheſ.4.18.and 
ſo Walk in a vain, fooliſh, darkened, and deformed image, P/al. 
39. 6, He makes us beautifull and glorious, and conformable 
unto Himſelf, clear, bright, and ſhining as the Sun, Cant, 6.10. 
Thus that which 1/5. 19.49.50. and24.30.is called Tamaath- 
Serab, the image of filthineſſe and corr»ption, the ſame after 
Zoſhwah had repaired it, is called ( by a Cerathefir  ) Fn 
DN Timnathe Heres, Tudg. 2.9. that is; The image of the Sun, 
a bright and glorious image, the image of the Sun of Aghteonſ- 
neſſe, SO ſhall we all behold, as in aglaſſe,thss glory of the 
Lord, with h:s ofen face, and ſpall be tranſlated 
*nto the ſame image, from #/+z to glos py 
ry,cuen by the ſpirit of the Lord, 
2,Cor. 3.18. 
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